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Policy Committee Notes 

August 2, 2021 
 

The meeting convened at 10:12 am. 

The following persons were present:  Mary Jane Dawson, Alma Hughes-Grubbs, Hilary Savage, Lindsay 
Lore, and Mary Jo Suchy. 

Library staff from each library department (adult, youth, and circulation) met to discuss possible 
food/drink policies for the library.  They researched the policies of other public and college libraries and 
found that policies ranged greatly from most to least restrictive.  The general consensus of the staff was 
to lean towards a more permissive policy in alignment with the library’s long history of acting as a place 
where the community can feel comfortable, as if they were in their own living room. 

The staff proposed a policy to the committee that would permit food and drink in designated areas and 
would post signs (red, yellow, and green) to show the types of food and beverages that would be 
appropriate.  The policy would serve as the backbone, and the designated areas could be changed by 
staff if necessary. 

The committee discussed the proposed policy and came to the consensus that the below policy be 
recommended to the full library board for approval: 

Belleville Area District Library Food Policy 
 

 
• Food and covered beverages are permitted in designated areas of the library.  

Designated areas are marked with signs.   
• Patrons are expected to clean up after themselves, placing trash in appropriate 

receptacles and notifying staff if spills occur.  
• Staff reserves the right to request patrons remove or clean up food and beverages if the 

food or beverages are creating a mess, damaging the library, or causing odors that are 
considered a nuisance.  

• Alcohol or intoxicating food/beverages are strictly prohibited on library premises, except 
that alcohol may be permitted for Library programming purposes. 

 

The food policy could eventually be incorporated into the library’s Code of Conduct.  The policy 
committee will meet in the future to review the library’s Code of Conduct. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:58 am.  

 

 

 

 


