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Belleville Area District Library 
Meeting Minutes 

September 14, 2021 
 
 

1. Call to Order:  Chair Sharon Peters called the meeting to order at 7:37 pm. 
 

2. Roll Call:  The following board members were present:  Joy Cichewicz, Mary Jane 

Dawson, Alma Hughes-Grubbs, John Juriga, Sharon Peters, and Tonya Stoudemire.  

Absent and excused:  Linda Priest.  Also present:  Library Director Mary Jo Suchy. 

 

3. Approve Agenda: 

Motion by Juriga, seconded by Dawson, to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

4. Approve August 10, 2021 Minutes:  Motion by Dawson, seconded by Juriga, to approve 

the August 10, 2021, minutes as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

5. Public Comments:  None. 
 

Approve Resolutions Authorizine Millages to the December 2021 Tax Bill:           

The board considered three resolutions authorizing millages for the December 2021 tax bill:  

The operating millage of .7, rolled back by the Headlee Amendment to .6894; the operating 

millage of .75, rolled back by the Headlee Amendment to .7345; and a debt service millage 

of .62. 

 

Motion by Cichewicz, seconded by Stoudemire, to approve Resolution 2021-01 (Winter Tax 

Levy #1).  A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  Cichewicz, Dawson, Hughes-Grubbs, Juriga, 

Peters, and Stoudemire.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Priest.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Stoudemire, seconded by Cichewicz, to approve Resolution 2021-02 (Winter Tax 

Levy #2).  A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  Cichewicz, Dawson, Hughes-Grubbs, Juriga, 

Peters, and Stoudemire.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Priest.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Stoudemire, seconded by Cichewicz, to approve Resolution 2021-03 (Winter Tax 

Levy #3).  A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  Cichewicz, Dawson, Hughes-Grubbs, Juriga, 

Peters, and Stoudemire.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Priest.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

6. Committee Reports 

A. Building:  OCI awarded the window shade contract to American Interiors for $15,975, 

the art hanging system arrived this week, and the HVAC projected is expected to begin 

the week of September 20.  While on-site for the HVAC project, Long Mechanical will 

address the broken exterior water faucet and some interior faucets that have low water 

pressure.  OCI is exploring options for sealing the traffic bollards.  The glass display 

case has been installed and OCI will install glass shelves adjacent to the display case. 

Track lighting will be added in the children’s room, a part is on order for the dishwasher, 
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weeding/landscaping issues need to be addressed, and the curtainwall leak needs to be 

resolved.  The purchase order was issued for the remaining library and donor signs.  

The remaining OCI contingency will be discussed once all of the projects have been 

completed.  The library is waiting for receipt of its deposit with the city. 

B. Bylaws:  No report. 

C. Finance:  No report.   

D. Marketing:  The committee will meet on September 29 at 3 pm.             

E. Personnel:  No report. 

F. Policy:  No report. 

G. Art:  The September art committee meeting has been cancelled.  The library was 

tentatively approached about displaying one of the outdoor bass sculptures that have 

been decorated by local artists.  More information is needed regarding the length of time 

of the installation.  The two paintings on loan from Doug Peters have been hung in the 

magazine lounge.        

 

7. Approve Accounts Payable:  Motion by Stoudemire, seconded by Dawson, to approve 

the accounts payable as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

8. Director’s Report:  See attached.   

 

9. Trustee Comments:   

Cichewicz – Thanked the building committee for their work. 

Hughes-Grubbs – Praised Randy Brown for the idea about using the goats to clean up the 

waterfront. 

Stoudemire – Was able to get to the library early and had a chance to walk around.  She is 

very proud of the library and proud to be part of this team.   

Dawson – Excited about all of the programs being offered at the library.  Announced that 

the Friends of Michigan Animal Rescue were grateful for all of the donations collected at 

this library last summer on their behalf.  FMAR will hold a “Spay-ghetti No-Balls” dinner 

fundraiser on September 23 at the Eagles’ Club.    

Juriga – Shared that the woman from the League of Women Voters who was setting up a 

library display praised the library.  He hopes that the library can someday open on Sundays 

if it could be afforded.  

 

10. Chair Comments:   

Peters – Was pleased to see the library fulfilling its mission to create a civic hub.   She 

described her unpaid appointment to the state’s non-partisan citizens’ committee on early 

childhood education.  She will continue her work on the library board, and she commented 

on the role that libraries play in early childhood education.   

  

11. Adjournment: 

Motion by Juriga, seconded by Cichewicz, to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:53 pm. 

 

 


