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Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 10 am-9 pm
Fri. & Sat. 10 am-6 pm

Sumpter Media Center
23465 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111 
Hours:
Mon., Wed. & Sat. 10 am-3 pm
Tue. & Thurs. 3 pm-8 pm

For up-to-date hours and  
services and our COVID policies, 
see our website.
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The library board meets on the second 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm. 

The library will be closed on the  
following days:
Saturday, January 2 – New Year’s Day  
weekend 
Monday, January 18 –  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Friday, April 2 – Good Friday

Winter 2021

New at Your Library!

KonMari Method Organizing  January 14, 7 pm  
Kate Sood, a certified KonMari organizer, will introduce you to the  
life-changing, revolutionary KonMari Method of decluttering and  
organizing your home. This virtual presentation will teach you about 
the many physical and mental benefits of tidiness and how to 
achieve it, including how to fold clothes just like Marie!

Blind Date with a Book  February 1-15 
You’ve heard of judging a book by its cover, but can you fall in love with a book  
knowing only the first line? Check out our display and try it for yourself.  

Award-winning storyteller La’Ron Williams 
is back to regale us with stories and music! 
February 27, 2 pm  Program for ages 6 and up

Nationally acclaimed and multiple award-winning  
storyteller La’Ron Williams shares both original and  
traditional tales that appeal to a wide range of ages  
and social backgrounds. His energetic, music- 
spiced presentations are always fun, highly  
participatory, educational and entertaining. This online program is  
specifically designed to promote diversity, foster community building, and encourage 
peaceful conflict resolution.

Virtual Open Mic Night  January 11 & February 8, 7 pm  
Showcase your talents at our first Open Mic Night. Share a poem, play an instrument, 
have something cool to show us. All performances must be appropriate for a  
family audience. You can also just join us to watch the show. Register at  
http://belleville.evanced.info/signup to receive the Zoom Link.  

NEW!  Consumer Reports
Access trusted ratings and reviews,  
recommendations and buying advice for  
thousands of products and services with  
our new subscription to ConsumerReports.org!  
Go to www.belleville.lib.mi.us/digital-collections/ to access our 
subscription in the library or at home using your library card. 

Dinovember may be over,  
but you can still find dinosaur  

books at the library!



National Library Week Virtual Escape Room  April 4-10
Our intrepid gumshoe (that’s you!) is back for another virtual adventure. A motley group 
has shown up to your door with a BIG problem. Can you solve their case before time 
runs out? The escape room will be posted on the library’s website, calendar, and 
social media.

Money Smart Week  April 10-17
Money Smart Week has gone virtual!  Join us for materials and virtual lessons on mak-
ing the most of your financial decisions.

“Cook the Book” Book Club
Enjoy cooking, baking or just trying new recipes? Join our book club “Cook the Book!” 
We’ll select four cookbook titles based on a particular theme. You’ll then have four 
weeks to try out recipes. At our live meeting via Zoom we’ll discuss our favorite recipes 
and cookbooks, and provide one participant with a brand-new cookbook. 

Register to participate at http://belleville.evanced.info/signup 

 Book Groups

The Other Book Group  
Meets the third Thursday of each month 
at 7 pm via Zoom. Contact the library for 
the link to our next meeting!
• January 21 – How to be an Antiracist   

by Ibram X. Kendi
• February 18 – Beloved  

by Toni Morrison
• March 18 – Are We Smart  

Enough to Know How  
Smart Animals Are?  
by Frans de Waal

• April 15  – TBD

The African American Book Club 
Meets the last Thursday of the month  
at 7 pm via Zoom. Contact the library for 
the link to our next meeting.
• January 28 – Girl, Woman, Other   

by Bernardine Evaristo                 
• February 25 – Deacon King  

Kong by James McBride 
• March 25 – The Seaside  

Café by Rochelle Alers
• April 29 – Such a Fun Age   

by Kiley Reid 

The Evening Book Group Meets the 
first Thursday of each month at 7 pm via 
Zoom. Contact the library for the link to 
our next meeting
• January 7 – Infidel by Ayaan Hirsi Ali               
• February 4 – The Divide   

by Nicholas Evans
• March 4 – The Women of the  

Copper Country by Mary Doria Russell
• April 1 – Gift of Fear by Gavin  

De Becker

Adult Programs

Visit www.belleville.lib.mi.us 

Cookbook Theme:  
New Year’s Resolution
Book Pick-up Begins: January 4
Live Meeting: February 1, 7 pm

Cookbook Theme:  
Slow Cooker Meals
Book Pick-up Begins: February 8 
Live Meeting: March 8, 7 pm

Cookbook Theme: Sweets!
Book Pick-up Begins: March 15 
Live Meeting: April 12, 7 pm

Virtual Teen AniManga Club (Grades 7-12)   
Fourth Tuesday of the Month, 6:30 - 8 pm
If you’re enthusiastic about anime and manga, this club is for you! Talk about favorite 
series, watch anime, and more.  

Space is limited. Register on our events calendar at http://belleville.evanced.info/signup 
or by calling the library. A free copy of each month’s book will be available at the library 
for participants. Registration opens for each session on the first of the month.

Please register with your email to receive the meeting link.

Teen Programs

Write Stuff Writers’ Group
Calling all aspiring writers: Come and enjoy the camaraderie and support 

of other writers on our Facebook page – “the Write Stuff Writer’s Club.” In 

lieu of meeting during this time, participants will receive a writer’s packet 

every month. Contact Tara McCann at the Library for a writer’s packet.

Staff member Noelle Douglas walks the  

Comic Book Club through a painting project  

based on their monthly read.
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Chat from the Chair  
We’re wrapping up the most challenging year and holiday season of  
our collective lives, which has provided such great lessons about the  
most important things in life. I have found it helps to focus on the many  
wonderful celebrations to come with loved ones everywhere, as well as  
right here within our own community. At the Belleville Area District Library, 
we’re finding ways to celebrate with our community in stages. Our new 
building has been opening to the public gradually over the last several months. We  
celebrate all the new experiences of first-time visitors to the building and every new service 
we are able to offer. As we all work together to slow the spread and eventually defeat the 
COVID-19 virus, the library continues looking forward to a fabulous yet-to-be scheduled 
community-wide Grand Opening celebration when we can all safely smile, laugh, and hug 
each other again.

The very best news might be that you don’t even have to take any risk or actually come 
to the library in order to take advantage of our robust on-line 2021 programming! This 
newsletter will give you information on all kinds of activities for children and adults alike.  
Look into our storytimes for families, toddlers and preschoolers, sure to be a boon for 
parents, many of whom are now working from home. You may wish to look into our many 
book clubs which meet monthly, several of which are highlighted here and are virtual or 
in-person depending on circumstances. You can take advantage of a cooking club with a 
special focus each month (yum!), or the virtual Money Smart Week programming in April.  
My personal favorite, or perhaps the program I NEED the most, is on KonMari organizing, 
which takes place mid-January. No one needs to de-clutter and learn secrets to tidiness 
more than me!

Lastly, we are still working on the building project’s final touches and can clearly see the 
light at the end of the tunnel. Hopefully you have been able to come by the main library 
since the parking lot has been nearly completed. As the trees and ground cover begin to  
fill in, the ultimate look of the building project can be appreciated. One thing that is still 
awaiting completion involves three telephone poles that are awaiting removal on the alley 
side of the parking lot. When the final utility company transfers its power to the new poles, 
the old poles, which are currently sitting right in front of parking spaces, will be removed  
for good! Inside the building we’re still addressing a few details, including final donor  
acknowledgement signage. We hope you are as happy as we are with the progress!

Here’s hoping we soon come to the end of our current public health crisis so that the full 
comfortable and welcoming environment of the new Belleville Area District Library can be 
enjoyed by all!

Sharon Claytor Peters, Chair 
Belleville Area District Library Board 

Storytimes  All children are invited to join us for our virtual storytimes.  
Children can enjoy hearing stories and singing songs with our children’s librarians through  
Facebook. Just look for the Belleville Area District Library on Facebook, and like our page 
to see storytimes and more library fun. 

 

 
 

Youth Programs 

Winter Virtual Storytimes

 Preschool Mondays  11 am January 25 – February 22

Toddler Wednesdays  11 am January 20 – February 24

Spring Virtual Storytimes

 Family Mondays  11 am March 22 – April 26

Toddler Thursdays  11 am March 25 – April 29

Virtual Comic Book Club (Grades 4-6)
Third Tuesday of the Month 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Do you enjoy reading comic books? Want to 
create your own comic book? This is the club for 
you. We will read and discuss a variety of comics 
and make our own. Space is limited. Register on 
our events calendar at http://belleville.evanced.
info/signup or by calling the library. A free copy 
of each month’s book will be available at the 
library for participants. Registration opens for 
each session on the first of the month. 

Please register for this event with your  
email to receive the meeting link.

Little Scientists (Ages 2-5) 
Last Saturday of the month. January 30, 
Febuary 27, March 27, & April 24     
Every child is a scientist! Join us each month for 
a guided sensory science experience with your 
little ones in mind. We will explore four of the five 
senses (touch, smell, vision, and hearing) with 
materials provided in a craft kit and a video. The 
video will be posted on Facebook at 10 am on 
the last Saturday of the month, and the kit will be 
available to pick up that Saturday while supplies 
last. Register at http://belleville.evanced.info/
signup or call the library to reserve your kit today

Children’s Department Jeopardy
March is Reading Month! Let’s see how well 
you know your way around the new Children’s 
Department, and the books found there, with  
this fun game of Jeopardy. Play as a family, or 
compete against each other. The link will be 
posted to Facebook and on the BADL website’s 
Youth Programs page on the first of March and 
will be available for the entire month.  
No registration required. 

Grow Crystal Flowers
Friday, January 15, 11 am   All ages craft
Grow borax crystals at home with pipe cleaners! 
Follow along online for this interesting STEM 
activity.

Polymer Clay Creations: Pokemon! 
Friday, February 19, 11 am   All ages craft 
Join us virtually and learn how to make your 
favorite pokemon!

“Stained Glass” Raindrops 
Friday, March 19, 11 am  
Join us virtually as we create beautiful window 
creations for springtime.

Coffee Filter Flowers
Friday, April 16, 11 am   
The flowers may not be up yet but join us virtually 
as we craft our very own!



167 Fourth St.
Belleville, MI  48111

Serving Belleville, Sumpter and Van Buren

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage

PAID
Belleville, MI

Permit No. 103

Visit www.belleville.lib.mi.us 

An excited new library card holder gets ready to check out  

his books on the Self Check machine.

In these uncertain times, the Belleville Area District Library is  
offering a variety of in-person and remote services at both our 
main library and the Sumpter Media Center. Use what works best 
for you!

• Grab & Go browsing throughout the main building provides  
access to hold pickups and books, audiobooks, and movies  
for all ages

• Faxing, scanning, copying, and mobile printing services are 
available in the lobby

• Computers available for express use (up to 30 minutes), or by 
appointment for one hour

• Curbside pickup of holds and printing
• Virtual programs for all ages
• Get information and assistance via phone, Facebook  

messenger, or email at fredcfischerlibrary@gmail.com
• Contactless library card applications via our website, and
• 24-7 access to e-books, downloadable audiobooks, and other 

online resources!

Masks and social distancing are required in the building, and  
patrons are asked to keep their visits to 30 minutes. For  
up-to-date information on our services and policies, go to  
www.belleville.lib.mi.us.

Introducing: Auto-Renewals! 
Materials checked out on your card will automatically renew  
before their due date, saving you time. 

Auto-renewal will take place 3 days before an item’s due date if: 
• The item does not have holds 
• The item has not reached its renewal limit 
• Your account does not have blocks preventing renewals 

If an item cannot be renewed, you will receive a due date  
reminder by your chosen notification method (email, text or 
phone). Please return items by the due date so that other library 
patrons can enjoy them. 

Returns
Have an overdue item? Return your items worry-free in one of 
our return bins, found in front of the Sumpter Media Center on 
Sumpter Road, and at the main library next to the glass towers on 
Fourth Street. Items will be quarantined prior to check-in.  

No fines or lost fees will be charged for your returned items.

Your Library Any time, Any Where


