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Chat from the Chair  
We’re so excited! Our dreams are coming to fruition as our building  
comes to completion. As I write this, we are up to our eyeballs in handling 
finishing touches. By the time you read this, it will almost be time for you to 
see it all for yourself! We hope that you will consider this building as we do:  
a phenomenal gift our community has given to itself.

It cannot be overstated how deeply grateful the Belleville Area District Library is for the 
public support that has allowed this entire project to come into being. We are also pleased 
to note that among our finishing touches are a number of the special features that would 
not have been possible without additional private support from our community. At this 
time last year, I was personally very engaged in our “Legacy @ Your Library” initiative that, 
in turn, the community so generously embraced. Legacy donors, whose names will be 
attached to specific features of the building, and charter donors, who contributed any 
amount before the end of 2019, have allowed us to complete a jewel of a building that will 
act as a hub of this community for generations.

We encourage the entire community to engage with our library by utilizing its services and 
participating in its programs. An excellent way to participate is to become a member of the 
Friends of the BADL. You’ll find specific information on how to do so at the library or on the 
library website. The Friends provide creative and vigorous support to library programming 
and function. Through avenues like the Homegrown Knowledge Series, the Friends spon-
sor substantial and fascinating programming for the entire community to enjoy. Through 
regular used book sales, the Friends delight curious and voracious readers among us, as 
well as raise funds for enhancing various library services. Membership in the Friends is very 
affordable. I have chosen to become a life member, and I encourage you to join the Friends 
at any appropriate level. You will be rewarded not only by participation in their important 
mission, but also by interaction with the delightful personalities of our local library lovers.

Finally, in the early months of 2020, we ask you to bear with us during the move into the 
new building, the demolition of the old one (after an appropriate public farewell celebration), 
and the creation of a municipal parking lot that will serve the needs of downtown Belleville 
as well as the BADL. And be sure to join in as we celebrate the soft opening of the new 
building in February!

Sharon Claytor Peters, Chair 
Belleville Area District Library Board 

Great Michigan Read 
One title, one state, and thousands engaged in literary discussion.

Join other Michiganders in reading the Michigan Humanities Council’s  
Great Michigan Read selection for 2019-2020: Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha’s  
What the Eyes Don’t See, a firsthand account of the Flint water crisis.  
Copies of the book will be available to check out from the library. Register to attend 
any of the three book discussion groups reading the selection. 

Tech Tutoring  Bring your device! 
Are you frustrated with your phone? Do you have a tablet gathering dust in a drawer? 
Can’t figure out Facebook? We’re here to help! You can make a one-on-one 45 
minute appointment with a staff member who will instruct you on a tech topic of your 
choosing. Call the library to schedule!

The Write Stuff Writer’s Group
Meets the last Saturday of every month from 1-3 pm at the library. All aspiring writers 
should check out this encouraging group. Drop-ins are welcome!

Adult Literacy
Do you know an adult who could use help reading? Are you looking for a personal, 
rewarding volunteer opportunity in your community? Our adult literacy program pairs 
volunteer tutors with adult learners who want to improve their reading skills. For 
information on volunteering or requesting a tutor, call Amy Greschaw at  
(734) 699-3291.

Local Author Fair
Mark your calendars: we’ll be hosting our 3rd Local Author Fair on Saturday,  
May 16. If you are an author local to the area with print copies of a book you’d like to 
sell, we’ll begin accepting applications for the Fair some time in February. Watch our 
website for exact dates and instructions!

Money Smart Week April 4-11, 2020
Money Smart Week is a national initiative between the  
American Library Association and the Federal Reserve Bank  
(Chicago) to provide financial literacy programming.  
Watch the library’s website for more speakers and activities!

Retirement Planning Seminar  Tuesday, April 7, 7 pm
Enjoy pizza and pop with a representative from Hantz Financial Services who will 
walk you through the basics of planning for your retirement. How will taxes affect 
your retirement? What’s the right approach to investing? How do you get started 
with estate planning? These questions and more will be addressed.  
Please register online or by calling the library beginning March 23.

 Book Groups

African American Literature Book 
Group meets at the library on the last 
Thursday of the month at 7 pm except for 
January when the library will be closed 
for our move to the new building.  
Please check our website for  
the location!
• January 30 – She Would Be King  

by Wayétu Moore
• February 27 – The Hate  

U Give by Angie Thomas 
• March 26 – Blink: The  

power of thinking without  
thinking by Malcolm Gladwell 

• April 30 – What the Eyes  
Don’t See by Mona Hanna-Attisha

The Evening Book Group meets the 
first Thursday of every month at 7 pm in 
the library except for February when the 
library will be closed for our move to the 
new building. Please check our website 
for the location!
• January 2– Sold on a Monday  

by Kristina McMorris
• February 6 – Why Men  

Earn More by Warren Farrell
• March 5 – The Alice  

Network by Kate Quinn
• April 2 – What the Eyes  

Don’t See by Mona Hanna-Attisha 

The Other Book Group meets the  
third Thursday of the month at 7 pm 
throughout the community. Contact the 
library for our next location!
• January 16 – Barracoon  

by Zora Neale Hurston
• February 20 – Before We Were Yours 

by Lisa Wingate
• March 19 – The Library Book  

by Susan Orlean
• April 16 – What the Eyes  

Don’t See by Mona Hanna-Attisha

Science Fiction and Fantasy Book 
Group meets the first or second Monday 
of the month at 7 pm in the library. Will 
meet at an alternative location while the 
library is closed for the move.
• January 6 – The Moon is a Harsh 

Mistress by Robert A. Heinlein
• February 3 – The Calculating Stars  

by Mary Robinette Kowal
• March 2 – Scythe by Neal Shusterman
• April 6 – Preludes & Nocturnes (The 

Sandman #1) by Neil Gaiman

Adult Programs

Visit www.belleville.lib.mi.us 

Friends Annual  
Membership Meeting
Saturday, January 11, 11 am

Friends Board meetings are held in the 
library at 10 am (except where noted) 
on the following dates. Open to all 
Friends members. 

Friends 2020 Meetings
Saturday, January 11
Saturday, February 8, 9:30 am
Saturday, March 7
Saturday, April 25

Join the Friends!

Monday Night Story Time

Story Times  All children are invited to join us for our interactive Story Times.  
Children can enjoy meeting new friends while singing, listening to stories, and making  
thematic crafts. Sign up at http://belleville.evanced.info/signup, or by contacting  
the library.

 

 
 

Children’s Programs

 Family Story Time
(ages 4-10)

Mondays
7 pm

March 16 – April 27

Tuesday Toddler Time
(ages 2-4) 

Tuesdays
11 am 

March 17 – April 28

Thursday Toddler Time
(ages 2-4)

Thursdays 
11 am

March 19 – April 30

Science Kidz!
Our hands-on science programs for 
children ages 6-12 (plus a parent) are fun 
and educational! Programs are on select 
Wednesdays at 7 pm. 

Registration starts February 19. Register 
for each program that interests you on 
our events calendar at http://belleville.
evanced.info/signup or by contacting 
the library.

March 4  |  Electricity 
Together we will experiment with a variety 
of different kitchen items to see which ones 
make the best battery! Will it be a lemon? 
Will it be a potato? Pickle juice? 

March 11  |  Archimedes Screw 
Learn more about this ancient simple 
machine, and see if we can get water to 
flow uphill!

March 18  |  Doodle Bot 
Learn about how small motors work, and 
build and decorate a doodling bot to take 
home!

March 25  |  Seeds! 
Sick of winter? Ready to start seeing some 
leaves on the trees? We will dissect a seed 
and examine some sprouts to learn how 
plants grow. This will pair with the Children 
of the Mother Tree crabapple planting 
program on April 4. 

Science Kidz will continue in May with 
more cool experiments!
Registration begins April 22.

Visit www.belleville.lib.mi.us 



Belleville Area District Library
167 Fourth Street
699-3291 
www.belleville.lib.mi.us

Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 10 am-9 pm
Fri. & Sat. 10 am-6 pm

Sumpter Media Center
23465 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111 
Hours:
Mon., Wed. & Sat. 10 am-3 pm
Tue. & Thurs. 3 pm-8 pm

Library Board
Joy Cichewicz
Mary Jane Dawson
Barbara Gates
Alma Hughes-Grubbs 
John Juriga
Sharon C. Peters 
Linda Priest

The library board meets on the second 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm. 

The library will be closed on the  
following days:

Tuesday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve
Wednesday, January 1 – New Year’s Day 
Monday, January 20 –  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Friday, April 10 – Good Friday

167 Fourth St.
Belleville, MI  48111

Serving Belleville, Sumpter and Van Buren

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage

PAID
Belleville, MI

Permit No. 103

Visit www.belleville.lib.mi.us 

Volunteers Sandra Martin, Jackie Deal, and staff member  

Jessamy Green-Husted preparing for the Library Plant Dig.  

Thank you to everyone who helped rescue over  

200 plants from the Fischer Library grounds!

March 12 Rhine River Cruise presented by Jim Shrove

April 9 TBA

Homegrown Knowledge

Second Thursday of each month at 7 pm
A monthly lecture series presented by your friends and neighbors! 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library. Refreshments served.

Mark Your Calendars!
Sunday, July 12, 2020  11 am – 4 pm

Plans are underway to celebrate 
summer with the 11th Belleville Area 
Garden Walk! Interested in becoming 
a vendor at our Garden Marketplace? 
Information coming soon to our website, 
bellevilleareagardenwalk.com.

Winter 2020

Join the Fun!

The New Library: What You Should Know 
When will the new library open?
We plan to have a soft opening in February once our move is complete. This is 
tentatively scheduled for Saturday, February 8. The Grand Opening will take place 
this summer after the parking lot and landscaping are complete. 
How long will the library be closed?
Our dates are subject to change, but we aim to be closed for four weeks for the move 
to the new library – Monday, January 13 through Friday, February 7. Any changes to 
those dates will be announced on our website. 
Where can I check out books while you’re closed?
The Sumpter Media Center will be our default location for holds while we move. You 
can also change your pick up location to any library in the TLN shared system; the 
closest is the Romulus Public Library. A full list of libraries is available on the catalog 
when you place your hold.  

You can use your BADL library card at any library in the TLN shared system, as well 
as the Ypsilanti District Library and Canton Public Library. Be sure to take your up-to-
date photo ID if it’s your first visit! Our OverDrive and Hoopla collections of e-books 
and downloadable audiobooks will be available 24/7 throughout the move.
What about the Sumpter Media Center?
Although the main library will be closed, the Sumpter Media Center will be open! 
It will have 11 public internet computers, children’s computers, copying, printing, 
faxing, and scanning. You will also be able to pick up holds and return items there.  
The Media Center is located at 23465 Sumpter Road, across the street from the 
Sumpter Township Hall. It will be open 5 days a week: Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday 10 am-3 pm, and Tuesday and Thursday 3 pm-8 pm. 
What about returning books?
We will still accept returns in our outside drop box at the 167 Fourth Street location, 
as well as the Sumpter Media Center. 

Comic Book Club members channel their inner masked crusaders.

Garden Walk 2020: Gardens with a Vision

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, April 25, 11 am 

This National Library Week, join 

the Friends of the Library for a 

celebration in the new building!

National Library Week: 
April 19-25

Find Your Place @  
Your Library

Grown-Up Story Time
Thursday, March 19, 7 pm
When’s the last time someone read you a story? Feel like a kid again as we recreate 
the experience of story time for a grown-up audience! You’ll get a tasty snack,  
work on a seasonal craft, and listen to dramatic readings of short stories.  
Registration required: opens Monday, March 2. 

A Tree Grows in Belleville: Children of the Mother Tree
Saturday, April 4, 10 am 
Come follow in the footsteps of Johnny Appleseed!  In this family program, we 
will learn all about seeds and how they grow. Everyone will get a chance to plant 
crab apple tree seeds and take them home in a pot they decorated themselves. 
Registration for this free program begins March 21.

Comic Book Club for Grades 3-6
March 17 – Cucumber Quest:  
The Doughnut Kingdom By Gigi D.G.
April 21 – The Cardboard Kingdom by Chad Sell
Do you enjoy reading comic books? Want to create  
your own comic book? This is the club for you. We  
will read and discuss a variety of comics and make  
our own. Comic Book Club resumes in March.  
Meetings will take place the third Tuesday of  
the month at 7 pm.

Participants will receive a copy of the book for  
that month. Space is limited so be sure to reserve your  
spot at http://belleville.evanced.info/signup or by calling  
734-699-3291. Registration for each session begins the first of the month. 

Farewell to the Fischer Library
February 21, 6 pm
Come bid the Fischer Library adieu, and celebrate the generations of library memories 
with us. This all-ages farewell Mardi Gras party will be held in the Fred C. Fischer 
Library building and will feature food, fun, and a New Orleans style jazz band!


