
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

October 24, 2019 
 

In attendance: BADL Board:  Joy Cichewicz, Sharon Peters, Mary Jane Dawson, Alma Hughes-Grubbs, and 
John Juriga (arrived at 10:38 am); Mary Jo Suchy, Library Director; Dan Whisler, Daniels & Zermack 
(Library Architect); O’Neal Construction (Library Construction Management Team): Dean Kokkales and 
Moe Hammoud; Tom Fielder, City of Belleville; Carol Thompson, Belleville DDA Administrator; Katie 
Dallos, Belleville Area Museum; Van Buren Township:  Kevin McNamara, Dan Selman, Matthew Best, 
and Elizabeth Renaud. 
 
 The meeting convened at 10:06 am. 
 
Introductions were made by Sharon Peters.  She explained the purpose of the meeting which is to give a 
chance to talk together about respective projects surrounding the 4th Street cultural community hub.  
Kevin McNamara emphasized the importance of the downtown.  The library’s tentative schedule was 
outlined including the temporary closure in January and reopening scheduled for February 8, as well as 
the demo of the existing building and parking lot construction scheduled for the spring.  Parking will be a 
challenge during parking lot construction. 
 
Carol Thompson discussed DDA plans for 4th St. which will include streetscape elements from Main 
Street and will provide an event space for the whole community.  4th St. will be opened as a one way 
street.  The library will make temporary repairs to 4th.  The DDA project will hopefully take place in 
conjunction with the library’s parking lot construction.  The street will be open and clean for the library’s 
grand opening next summer.  Some amenities such as benches, may not be installed until after the 
grand opening, but the DDA’s goal is to complete the project in 2020. 
 
4th Street will be a one way street from Main St. in order to eliminate left hand turns from 4th onto Main.  
The one way street will be one lane which will slow traffic and make 4th St. more pedestrian friendly.  
The street will be able to be easily closed off for events such as the Harvest Fest. 
 
There will be 4 parking spaces near Main Street and more green space areas nearer to the library.  The 
museum will need access to the fire hall doors in order to move out their Model-T.  Kevin McNamara 
requested that Spicer Engineering look at the museum’s green area in order to make sure it meshes with 
the project. 
 
The museum did not receive the grant they had applied for which would have connected the museum 
and the firehouse and would have improved the exterior of the firehouse.  Van Buren Township is 
looking for alternative ways to accomplish this.  The possibility of painting the doors or putting wood 
skins on the doors was discussed.  The museum is currently undergoing extensive painting and re-
flooring.  They will be open for the Festival of Trees and will close again in January to put everything 
back together.  Many repairs will take place next year including repairs to the 4th St. door and 
replacement of eaves.  Dean from OCI has been helping with some brick repair.  Van Buren Township 
has a long term plan to improve the museum. 
 
Kevin McNamara presented an option for an electronic sign which would be on the museum property 
and could advertise events at the museum and library; however, electronic signs are against the city’s 



 

sign ordinance.  Katie Dallos wanted to ensure that any sign matched the historic character of the 
museum.  The DDA is committed to public locator signs. 
 
The museum will need three parking spots on Roys St. to temporarily be marked for handicapped 
parking in March 2020 for the Quilt Show. 
 
Dan Whisler originally designed a wide curb by the library’s exterior book return to be used as a drop off 
lane.  He suggested that Spicer Engineering look at the curve to make sure it is wide enough.  Carol 
Thompson will confirm the turning radius. 
    
The meeting adjourned at 11:28 am. 
 
 


