
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 

Building Committee Meeting Notes 

August 6, 2019 

 

In attendance:  Joy Cichewicz, Mary Jane Dawson, John Juriga, Sharon Peters, Mary Jo Suchy, 

Dan Whisler, Matt Ratzow, Dean Kokkales, Moe Hammoud, and Christa Maddick. 

 

The meeting convened at 10:11 am. 

 

Bids for network cabling will be advertised and will be due August 26. 

 

Two bids were received for the millwork and four bids were received for the countertops.  The 

lowest millwork bid was from Brown Dog Manufacturing for $172,000.  The two low bids for the 

countertops were incomplete – they did not include the plastic countertops.  Brown Dog’s 

countertop bid of $89,000 was complete.  O’Neal Construction’s recommendation is to award 

the millwork and countertop bid to Brown Dog Manufacturing for a total of $261,000.  This price 

is still lower than the originally budgeted $291,430, and work has been added to this project 

since then (the public service desks and the Pat Jahr stained glass enclosure). 

 

Motion by Joy Cichewicz, seconded by Mary Jane Dawson, to accept Brown Dog Manufacturing’s 

bid for millwork and countertops.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Construction schedule update:   

• The roofing over the terrace is due next week.  Work must be done on the flashing and 

windows first.   

• Brickwork should be completed within the next couple of weeks.  Areas in the front and 

by the fireplace still need to be completed.    The masons will need to come back later 

for the dumpster wall. 

• Most of the windows will be installed by the end of the month.  Glass is being delivered 

tomorrow and Monday.   

• Work will begin on the upper curtain wall (from the canopy on up) the week of August 

19th.   

• The transformer will be set this Thursday.  DTE will be onsite the following week to turn 

on the permanent power. 

• The curtainwall area will be tarped off and air conditioning will be turned on once the 

windows are in place.  (The warrantee on the air conditioner will begin this point). 

• Once the second floor has been air conditioned, drywall taping and painting can begin. 

 

Matt presented an updated master timeline.  The punch list is due to be completed the week 

before Christmas. 

 

The committee discussed temporary plans for the sidewalk east of the new building once work 

begins on demolition of the old library.  Parking logistics for this time period were also 

discussed. 

   

Hilary Savage joined the meeting to update the committee on the crab tree in the courtyard.  

Two arborists evaluated the tree and both observed that the tree is in excellent condition.  



 

Discussion ensued regarding the costs involved in trying to save the tree as well as the odds of it 

surviving the disturbance to the ground around it.  The change in grade could also be too steep.  

The consensus of the committee was to not keep the tree, but they would be open to receiving 

more information.  The library will pursue propagation of the tree by seed and by graft. 

 

The adult reader chairs from KI need an 18 week lead time.  Motion by John Juriga, seconded by 

Mary Jane Dawson to authorize Mary Jo Suchy to issue a purchase order for the KI chairs.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

It was the consensus of the committee to restore the original lighting track that will be installed 

over the balcony for an increase of $12,744.59.  OCI will do more research on the light fixtures 

to be installed on this track.   

 

Motion by Joy Cichewicz to approve Pay Application #18, pending receipt of the contractors’ 

waivers of lien and approval by Dan Whisler and Mary Jo Suchy.  Seconded by John Juriga.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

OCI is still in discussions with the steel contractor who has lowered their request for additional 

monies from $24,000 to $17,000.  

 

Dean is looking into the cost of possibly repairing the Roys Street curb which was in poor shape 

to begin with.  Money could possibly be moved from the 4th St. repair, depending on the DDA’s 

plans for 4th St.   

 

The Sumpter media center shelving will be purchased in coordination with the downtown library 

purchase.    

 

The meeting adjourned at 12:20 pm. 

 

The next meeting will be August 20, 2019, at 10 am. 


