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Baffling Bill levitates a volunteer at the 

Teen Summer Reading Program.

Fall 2019

Join the Fun!

Friends Board meetings are held in 
the library tutoring room at 10 am 
on the following dates. Open to all 
Friends members.

Meetings
Saturday, September 14 
Saturday, October 5 
Saturday, November 9 
Saturday, December 14

Used Book Sale
Saturday, November 2 
11 am-Noon, Friends only
Noon-3 pm, General Public

Join the Friends!

Harvest Fest   Saturday, October 12, 11 am-3 pm
Kids (and all of us big kids) enjoy a day of butter churning, candle dipping, scavenger 
hunts, and much more. All activities are free and take place at the library and museum.  

Winter Fest    Saturday, December 7
Our popular gingerbread decorating will return this year. Stay tuned for more  
information as it becomes available.

Mark Your Calendars!

Library Plant Dig
Saturday, October 5, 1 pm
Help us preserve the gorgeous plants that have decorated the library grounds, and get 
a memento of the Fred C. Fischer building for your own yard. A variety of spring bulbs, 
hostas, day lilies, peonies, and many other perennials will be available. You must register 
to participate at belleville.evanced.info/signup or by calling the library.

Audience favorite Gus the Bunny.

Baffling Bill baffles the audience with his magic  
tricks at the Summer Reading Program.

Informative Programs

$??.99

MICHIGAN  POW CAMPS

GREGORY D. SUMNER

IN WORLD WAR II

D uring World War II, Michigan became a temporary home to six 
thousand German and Italian POWs. At a time of homefront 
labor shortages, they picked fruit in Berrien County, harvested 

sugar beets in the Thumb, cut pulpwood in the Upper Peninsula and maintained parks and other public spaces in Detroit. The work programs were not flawless and not all of the prisoners were cooperative, but many of the men established enduring friendships with their captors. Author Gregory Sumner tells the story of these detainees and the ordinary Americans who embodied our highest ideals, even amid a global war.
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MAKING FRIENDS OF ENEMIES

Foreword by Professor James Madison

The Write Stuff Writer’s Group meets the last Saturday of every month, from  
1-3 pm in the Library Tutoring Room. All aspiring writers should check out this  
encouraging group. Drop-ins are welcome!

Grown-up Storytime  Tuesday, October 29, 7 pm    
This popular program is back for a third year in a row! Feel like a kid again and  
experience the magic of storytelling. Participants will enjoy fall snacks, a seasonal 
craft, and dramatic readings of spooky tales by librarian Amy Greschaw. Registration 
required: opens Monday, October 14. Register at http://belleville.evanced.info/signup 
or call the library.

Community Sings with Matt Watroba   
Wednesdays: September 11, October 2, November 13 at 7 pm   
Join your friends and neighbors for a community sing-along, hosted by WDET’s Matt 
Watroba. Community sings are an opportunity for all willing singers to experience the 
power of song and musical participation. Don’t worry if you don’t consider yourself a 
“singer” - community singing is not performing. All skill levels are welcome! 

Clean Up Your Inbox  Thursday, September 26, 7 pm    
Is your email inbox clogged with unread emails – spam, advertisements, and  
reminders you don’t want? In this workshop demonstration, Amy will share  
tips and strategies for clearing out unwanted emails, organizing the mail you want, 
and preventing future pileups. No computer or device required for this  
demonstration-only class.

Michigan POW Camps in WWII  Thursday, December 5, 7 pm    
During World War II, six thousand German and Italian war  
prisoners came to Michigan. They picked fruit in Berrien County,  
harvested sugar beets in the Thumb, cut pulpwood in the  
Upper Peninsula and maintained parks in Detroit. While the  
work programs were not without their flaws, many of the  
prisoners established enduring friendships with their captors.  
Author and U-D Mercy history professor Gregory Sumner  
tells the story of these detainees and the ordinary Americans  
who embodied our highest ideals, even amid a global war.

24/7 Library Services 
@ www.belleville.lib.mi.us 
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 Book Groups
African American Literature  
Book Club 
Typically meets the last Thursday of every 
month at 7 pm. Please note special dates 
in October and November!
• Sept. 26 – The Colors of all the Cattle 

by Alexander McCall Smith
• Oct. 24 – Invisible: the Forgotten Story 

of the Black Woman Lawyer who  
Took Down America’s Most Powerful 
Mobster by Stephen L. Carter

• Nov. 21 – Harbor Me  
by Jacqueline Woodson

• Dec. 26 – Dinner at a local restaurant

The Evening Book Group  
Meets the first Thursday of the month at 
7 pm in the library.
• Sept. 5 – The World According to 

Fanny Davis: My Mother’s Life in the 
Detroit Numbers by 
Bridgett Davis

• Oct. 3 – The Woman in 
the Window  
by A. J. Finn

• Nov. 7 – The Gum Thief  
by Douglas Coupland

• Dec. 5 – The Heart’s 
Invisible Furies by John Boyne

The Other Book Group  
Meets the third Thursday of each month 
at 7 pm in restaurants throughout the 
area. Contact the library for our next 
meeting place!
• Sept. 19 – Salt Houses by 

Hala Alyan
• Oct. 17 – The Silence of 

the Girls by Pat Barker
• Nov. 21 – Nothing to Envy  

by Barbara Demicku 
• Dec. 19 – Magpie  

Murders by Anthony Horowitz

Science Fiction Book Club  
Meets the first or second Monday of the 
month at 7 pm in the library.
• Sept. 9 – The Fold by Peter Clines 
• Oct. 7 – Redshirts by John Scalzi 
• Nov. 4 – The Punch Escrow  

by Tal M Klein 
• Dec. 2 – All Systems Red  

by Martha Wells

Visit www.belleville.lib.mi.us 

Science Kidz!
Our hands-on science program for  
children ages 6-12 (plus a parent) are fun 
and educational! Programs are on select 
Wednesdays at 7 pm.  
Registration begins September 25  
on our events calendar at  
http://belleville.evanced.info/signup 

October 9  |  Petoskey Stones 
Learn all about our state stone and how  
they were formed 350 million years ago. 
Hand polish a Petoskey stone to take home. 

October 16  |  Molecular Gastronomy 
Have you ever wanted to play with your 
food? Together we will turn the kitchen into a 
laboratory and make some weird foods  
to enjoy.

October 23  |  Pulleys 
Let’s do some weight lifting! Discover how 
simple machines can help us lift heavy 
loads. 

October 30  |  Spiders 
Tonight we will examine our friend the 
spider! Spiders are beautiful, interesting 
creatures that help keep pests out of our 
homes. Let’s meet a few arachnids and 
make a beautiful piece of web art. 

 
 
 
 
December’s session features  
NASA @ My Library programs!  
Registration begins November 20.  
Register for each program that interests  
you at http://belleville.evanced.info/signup  
or by calling the library.

December 4  |  UV Kid!  
Dreaming of summer? Ever gotten a sun-
burn? Let’s learn about ultraviolet radiation 
from the sun, and how to stop it in its tracks.

December 11  |  Lunar Lunacy! 
2019 is the 50th anniversary of the  
Apollo 11 moon landing, and we are going 
to celebrate! We will make a moon model,  
a moon phase calendar and have a  
tasty treat.  

December 18  |   
How Big? How Far? How Hot?  
What is hotter? The sun or the core of the 
earth? What is bigger? A school bus or the 
International Space Station? Sometimes it is 
hard to imagine how space compares to the 
world we see every day. Let’s work together 
and see if we can figure it out.

Story Times @ the BADL
All children are invited to join us for our interactive story  
times. Children can enjoy meeting new friends while  
singing, listening to stories, and making thematic crafts. 

FALL STORY TIMES 
Registration begins August 31 on our events calendar at 
http://belleville.evanced.info/signup or by calling the library.

 
HOLIDAY STORY TIMES 
Registration begins October 26 on our events calendar at 
http://belleville.evanced.info/signup or by calling the library.

The library will be closed on Monday, Nov. 11 for Veterans Day,  
Thursday, Nov. 28 and Friday, Nov. 29 for the Thanksgiving holiday.

 
 

SANTA @ THE LIBRARY!   Monday, December 2, 6:30 - 8 pm
Kids can join Santa for story time and then take turns expressing Christmas wishes to 
him. Parents are welcome to take videos and pictures at this holiday event.

Children’s Programs

Family Story Time
(ages 5-10)

Mondays
7 pm

September 9 – October 14

Tuesday Toddler Time
(ages 2-4) 

Tuesdays
11 am 

September 10 – October 15

Thursday Toddler Time
(ages 2-4)

Thursdays 
11 am

September 12 – October 17

Family Story Time
(ages 5-10)

Mondays
7 pm

November 4 – December 9 

Tuesday Toddler Time
(ages 2-4) 

Tuesdays
11 am 

November 5 – December 10

Thursday Toddler Time
(ages 2-4)

Thursdays 
11 am

November 7 – December 12
 

 

Do you enjoy reading comic books? Want to create your own  
comic book? This is the club for you. We will read and discuss 
a variety of comics and make our own. Beginning in September 
meetings will take place the third Tuesday of the month:  
6:30 - 7:30 pm.

Space is limited. Register on our events calendar at  
http://belleville.evanced.info/signup or by calling the library.  
A free copy of each month’s book will be available at the library 
for participants. Registration opens for each session on the  
first of the month.

September 17 – No Book. Let’s flex our drawing muscles!

October 15 – Bird & Squirrel All Tangled Up by James Burks

November 19  – DC SuperHero Girls: Hits and Myths 
by Shea Fontana and Yancey Labat

December – No Meeting

Comic Book Club for Grades 3-6

September 12 From the Caribbean to the Amazon presented  
by Dee Crowe

October 10 Photographing Harry Truman by Douglas Brown

November 14 Mexican Monarch Butterfly Migration  
by Amy Greschaw

December No Program

Homegrown Knowledge Series
Second Thursday of each month at 7 pm
Join us for a monthly lecture series featuring the knowledge and passions of your 
friends and neighbors. Sponsored by the Friends of the Library. Refreshments served!

Notes from the Director  

By the time you read this, the windows will have been installed in the new main library, 
and the interior drywall will be ready to be painted. We anticipate opening at the end 
of January.  Much needs to be done between now and then, including painting walls, 
and installing millwork, plumbing fixtures, light fixtures, carpeting, tile, and shelving. In 
order to install our computers and move the 
books from the current library, we will need to 
close for a few weeks, but we hope to keep 
this time to a minimum. I cannot give you an 
exact date yet, but you are invited to be a 
part of our “Book Brigade,” passing books 
hand to hand from the old building to the new 
one. Stay tuned for the date, because when 
the final book has been moved, we will open 
our new doors for service.

Plans are actively underway for the Sumpter 
Branch, located on the east side of Sumpter 
Rd. near Dunn Rd. (across the street from  
the Sumpter Township Hall). Sumpter’s  
construction manager will have contractors 
on site beginning in September, and we plan  
to have the branch media center open in  
November. Services at the branch will  
include:  Computers with internet and Microsoft Office, wireless access, printing, 
scanning, and faxing as well as the ability to return books and pick up holds. I look 
forward to the ribbon cutting ceremony!   

Over the past several months, I have watched our library patrons pause on their  
way into the library to watch the construction in progress. Many have shared their 
amazement and excitement with me. I have seen parents and grandparents point out 
various parts of the building to their children/grandchildren, and I even observed a 
couple strolling around the perimeter of the new building to see what was going on. 
As exciting as this construction process has been, it pales in comparison to the magic 
that happens inside of a library’s walls. I was reminded of this during our library’s 
summer reading program, “A Universe of Stories,” where hundreds of children and 
adults read books, attended programs, and opened their minds to new possibilities.  
I can’t tell you how excited I am that as we move forward with a new main library 
building, branch location, and digital services accessible from anywhere,  
we will have more resources than ever before to continue our mission of  
engaging, empowering, and enriching our community.

Mary Jo Suchy 
Library Director

Looking up to the 2nd floor in the roughed-in  
circular entry. The circular stairs will soon connect  

to the landing on the left. 


