
Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

June 4, 2019 
 
In attendance: Dan Whisler, Mohamed Hammoud, Dean Kokkales, Matt Ratzow, Sharon Peters, 
MJ Dawson, John Juriga, Joy Cichewicz, and Hilary Savage. 
 
The meeting convened at 10:05 am. 
 
Matt Ratzow opened the meeting with discussion of the remaining bid categories: millwork and 
exterior signage. Dan Whisler stated that he will work with Matt in the coming week on the 
millwork bid.  
 
Ratzow reported that bids for exterior signage showed a large range.  After discussion with the 
three lowest bidders, he reports that all companies understood what fees, permits, and 
construction would be involved in the project. The difference in bids is likely explained by in-
house fabrication and the difference in labor costs.  Ratzow recommended the Building 
Committee hire Praise Sign Company.  Motion was made by John Juriga to accept the bid of 
Praise Sign Company per O’Neal Construction’s recommendation.  The motion was seconded by 
MJ Dawson.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dean Kokkales provided a status report: 
 

• Brickwork has been delayed due to rain. 
• The first three rows of the masonry for the transformer screenwall have been laid.  The 

pad is ready to be poured, but is delayed by the masonry on the west wall, which is 
currently being laid. 

• Roofing on the vegetative roof section cannot be begun until the second floor brickwork 
above it is completed. 

 
Ratzow and Whisler report that the initial shop drawings for the windows have been completed.  
The building was designed using Kawneer window specifications, but the shop design used 
Tublite.  For the storefront windows this did not pose a problem, but the curtain wall 
specifications are very different.  The Kawneer curtain wall had 2.5” wide mullions with 5-15 
degree angles, while the Tublite curtain wall design uses 5” mullions with 5-10 degree angles.  
This would be a significant change to the circular entry from the original design.  Tublite are also 
having difficulty supporting the design for windows that provide access to the two vegetative 
roofs.  Ratzow provided estimates for changes in: 
 

• $8,000 additional for switching to Kawneer at the curtain wall; 
• $7,000 additional for changing storefront windows to Kawneer; 
• $4,500 additional for changing interior glass 

 
Whisler and Kokkales recommend changing the window brand from Tublite to Kawneer at the 
curtain wall and the storefront windows opening on to the vegetative roofs only.  Joy Cichewicz 
so moves, Dawson seconds.  Motion is approved unanimously. 



Ratzow reports that another material change to be considered is the exterior wall panel above the 
entrance to the building.  At bid time, a metal panel was specified in order to save an estimated 
$14,000.  The paneling was misunderstood to be segmented rather than a single curved piece.  
The curved piece would be significantly more expensive. Trespa has a resin panel that can be 
curved that would be an acceptable option to replace the metal.  Cichewicz moved to replace the 
metal panel with a Trespa panel. Seconded by Dawson.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Whisler reports that there was some confusion regarding the LED lighting for the outdoor terrace 
rail because of how the project was bid.  The contractors are working out the confusion between 
them. 
 
Whisler reported on research he is conducting into generators.  A contractor recommended a 
350kw 13’x5’ generator. This would be too large to fit behind the transformer screen, but would 
need to sit between the staff room and Roys Street.  It might need a larger gas pipe both before 
and after the meter. 
 
The next Building Committee meeting will be June 18, 2019, at the library.  Representatives of 
the Belleville DDA will be present to discuss how their plans for the remainder of Fourth Street 
will tie in to the library’s construction. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:57 am. 


