
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

February 8, 2018  
 

 
In attendance:  Joy Cichewicz, John Juriga, Mary Jane Dawson, Sharon Peters, Dan 
Whisler, Matt Ratzow, Matt Gudenau, Tom Fielder, and Mary Jo Suchy. 
 
The meeting convened at 10:10 am. 
 
Matt Ratzow gave an update of their meeting with Rick Rutherford and Hennessey 
Engineering.  The storm water detention system must stay in the project, but the 
sequencing can be changed so that the detention system is installed at the end of the 
project.  They gave the engineer a set of the design and development drawings that are 
still in process in order to receive informal input before they are completed.  Hennessey 
Engineering will issue an engineering review checklist to use prior to formal submission 
of the drawings.  It was agreed that the proposed timeline was feasible: 

• Site construction package will be submitted for site/civil engineering review at the 
end of February. 

• Permit review will take 2 – 3 weeks. 
• Building permit drawings will be submitted in May for code/plan review. 
• Site work can begin in May. 

Matt anticipates issuing the bid package concurrently with the engineering review.  The 
site work could be approved with conditions if necessary, but resubmittal of the package 
will not be required. 
 
Matt spoke with the DTE engineer regarding their timeline and was told that the 
drawings are almost done and that they anticipate the work to be completed in late 
March or early April.  Matt will continue to pursue this with DTE. 
 
The revised parcel boundary has been proposed to the city manager and city attorney.  
A meeting has been scheduled with Sumpter Township and with the township and library 
attorney. 
  
Dan Whisler presented updated floor plans: 

• Removed/replaced two of the four arched windows on the southwest corner of 
the first floor. 

• Rotated the elevator. 
• Removed the teen and conference room bay windows. 
• Replaced glass with drywall on two sides of the group study rooms.  This will 

save money and will allow for booth type seating in the teen room. 
• Local history and quiet room walls were moved due to the change to the 

elevator’s orientation. 
• The entry tower’s elevations have been reduced. 
• Options to replace the glass panels for the circular stair and balcony railings were 

discussed.  The least expensive option are horizontal rails, but these present 
safety concerns.  Metal mesh is the most optimal.  Dan will continue to explore 
options. 

 
 



 

The alternates were discussed: 
• The bollards were eliminated as an alternate, since the number of bollards had 

already been reduced. 
• The vapor barrier for the roof will be tied in with the humidification system.  

(There is no need for the vapor barrier unless a humidification system is 
installed). 

• Brick pavers at the entryway were eliminated from the list.  (They had been 
eliminated from the project earlier due to concerns with safety and maintenance). 

• Radiant heat in the floor of the circular lobby was added to the list. 
 
The committee discussed the possibility of adding glass doors to the teen area as well 
as a staff door to the elevator. 
 
The museum, city, and other civic organizations will need to know the boundaries of the 
construction fencing in order to plan for future events. 
 
The preliminary budget for the Sumpter Branch was discussed.  The bathrooms will be 
reduced to one to save money and to allow for a small children’s nook.  The existing 
drinking fountain will be used instead of installing a hi-lo fountain.  The library will provide 
affidavits that the maximum occupancy will be 15 and that bottled water will be provided 
if someone is unable to use the existing drinking fountain.  Some existing cabinetry will 
be used, and the contingency budget will be eliminated.  The technology will be 
purchased from the library’s operating budget. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:34 pm. 
 
 
 


