
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

December 1, 2017  
 

In attendance:  Joy Cichewicz, Mary Jane Dawson, John Juriga, Sharon Peters, Dan 
Whisler, Matt Ratzow, and Mary Jo Suchy.   
 
The meeting convened at 10:11 am. 
 
Matt Ratzow from O’Neal Construction presented the bid results for the demolition of 
360 Charles Street.  Four bids were received, and Matt Ratzow recommends the lowest 
bid of $16,500 from Blue Ribbon Contracting, Inc.  Blue Ribbon proposed an alternate of 
21 AA crushed concrete instead of 21 AA limestone, which will be installed after the 
demolition for use as temporary parking.  O’Neal Construction approves of this alternate.  
 
Motion by Joy Cichewicz, seconded by John Juriga, to approve the bid from Blue Ribbon 
Contracting for the demolition of the H&B building (360 Charles Street).  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
O’Neal Construction is working on getting the utilities pulled from the property, and the 
asbestos abatement is scheduled to take place on December 11.  Demolition will 
hopefully take place the following week.  The deadline for demolition is December 31.  
The surrounding neighbors should be notified of the project.  O’Neal Construction is 
working on getting the utilities pulled. 
 
Dan Whisler reported that the architectural design and development documents will be 
sent to O’Neal Construction by Monday, December 4.  He showed updates to the plans: 

• Changes to the staff administrative areas 
• Changes to the family restroom on the first floor 
• Curved youth reference desk 
• Ceiling detailing 
• Increased Friends’ shelving (14 units) 
• Portal to the youth area 
• The server room on the 2nd floor will be reconfigured to include a counter 

 
The consensus of the committee was to pursue the elimination of the screen around the 
roof top HVAC unit.  This may need to be addressed with the city’s zoning board. 
 
Dan was asked to discuss the drafting of legal descriptions of Parcel A and Parcel B of 
the downtown library site with the library’s attorney, John Day. 
 
Dan also presented an updated floor plan for the Sumpter Media Center.  The new plan 
features one unisex bathroom, a new furnace with overhead ductwork, a high/low 
drinking fountain.  Joy will show the plan to Esther Hurst, the library’s liaison from 
Sumpter Township. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:21 pm. 
 
The next building committee meeting will be on Thursday, January 4, 2018, at 10:00 am. 
 


