
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

September 26, 2017  
 

In attendance:  Joy Cichewicz, Mary Jane Dawson, John Juriga, Sharon Peters, Dan 
Whisler, Matt Ratzow, Hilary Savage, and Mary Jo Suchy.   
 
The meeting convened at 9:14 am. 
 
As the construction budget has been reduced, the corresponding reduction in the 
construction contingency has not yet been applied.  The types of contingency budgets 
and percentages were discussed.  Dan Whisler’s budget dated 6-30-2017 carried 11.2% 
in contingencies: 

• OCI’s Guaranteed Maximum Price contingency:  5% 
• Construction contingency:  5% 
• Owner’s contingency:  1.2%. 

OCI’s schematic cost budget called for a 9% contingency: 
• Construction contingency (OCI’s GMP contingency):  5% 
• Design contingency:  4% 

How each contingency could be used was outlined.  Examples of possible GMP uses 
include a contractor going out of business or an electrician forgetting to install some 
lights.  The design contingency would be used for architectural changes such as the 
need for an extra column or owner changes such as the inclusion of another skylight.  
The committee determined that the combined 9% contingency called for in the 
schematic cost budget would be sufficient.   
 
The committee reviewed the budget: 
 
General: 

• Permit fee and tap fees are yet to be determined. 
• The savings in omitting the Roy’s Street bump out was revised to $185,000. 
• The cost for the bump out into the rooftop terrace was added. 
• The parapet height was reduced by half a foot. 

 
Civil/Landscape: 

• The reduction to the depth of the asphalt paving was accepted. 
• Reduction or elimination of the storm detention is still under consideration. 
• The bioswale allowance was reduced by $15,000. 
• The budget for addressing the poor soils was reduced by $100,000 based upon 

using trench footings. 
• Crushed concrete will be used in the stone base of the parking lot. 

 
Structural:  Structural steel was reduced by $165,000. 
 
Interior Finishes:  Gypsum board will be used on the stair and elevator shafts. 
 
Exterior Cladding/Roofing: 

• $60,000 in savings will be targeted for the metal panels. 
• Using light colored accent brick instead of cast stone was put on hold. 
• The arched storefront glass areas will be modified for a small savings. 



 

• The sunguard glass premium will not be changed at this time. 
• Changing some storefront areas to windows was put on hold. 
• A $9,000 reduction was accepted in the aluminum window finishes. 
• An additional $70,000 could be eliminated if the screen wall to the rooftop unit 

were eliminated.  This will need to be brought up with the city. 
• Eliminating the rooftop terrace patio and railing and replacing with EDPM roofing 

was put on hold. 
• Eliminating the first floor conference room bump out was put on hold. 

 
Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing: 

• Still waiting for updated information on the radiant floor heat. 
• The reduction of electrical floor boxes at reader seating to 1/3 was rejected. 

 
The reductions to the contingency fees will be calculated for the next meeting. 
 
A draft lease agreement with Sumpter is being worked out for the satellite.  Dan Whisler 
needs to field measure the building.  The scope of the renovation will be determined by 
the budget. 
 
Dan showed examples of the metal panels that could be used on the downtown library.  
He shared revised floorplans that reconfigured the mechanical and storage rooms and 
restored the full terrace.  He also showed an alternative window configuration if the half-
terrace were kept.  The committee felt that it was important to keep the sunshade on the 
terrace but to identify ways to reduce its cost. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:17 pm. 
 
The next meeting will be Monday, October 2, 2017, at 9 am. 


