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Gardening Expert Janet Macunovich:  
Plant it Well, Even When the Roots aren’t Right  Tuesday, May 7, 7 pm 
Do you plan to plant a tree this year? Have you planted one recently that isn’t  
growing like you expected? Don’t let planting time and money go to waste! You need 
to know how to plant even when the roots aren’t right and recognize signs of trouble 
to fix after planting. Poor roots are now a problem in every tree and shrub planting 
because wholesale growers have cut corners to cut costs. This causes some plants 
to die right away while others limp along for years, to die without ever having lived up 
to their promise. In this presentation, gardening expert and author Janet Macunovich 
explains the problem, why you probably have not heard about it, and what you can 
do to make sure your new tree can provide the shade, beauty and increased  
property value you want.

Local Author Fair   Saturday, May 18, 1-4 pm    
It’s a celebration of local writing talent! Award-winning romance  
author (and Belleville area local) Beverly Jenkins starts off the  
afternoon with a keynote address. From 2-4 pm browse the  
author fair. It’s a chance for the community to meet the wide  
variety of talented writers Southeast Michigan has to offer  
and to purchase some of their work. Shop local and support  
the arts in your own backyard! Raffle prizes and writing  
activities for all ages round out the afternoon.

UFOs Over Michigan  Thursday, July 11, 7 pm    
Did you know that Michigan has some of the biggest UFO cases on record? The 
1966 sightings over Southeast Michigan and 1994 sightings over Grand Rapids each 
had literally hundreds of eye-witnesses to them, including law enforcement and radar 
returns. Find out more about these incredible events as well as several other unusual 
and well-documented UFO sightings from the Great Lakes State, with Bill Konkolesky, 
the State Director of the Michigan Chapter of the Mutual UFO Network.

Easy Chinese Dough Modeling Workshop
Saturday August 24, 1-3 pm   Adults and children ages 10 and up 
Learn about and practice the traditional folk art of Chinese dough modeling. Make  
and take home an easy project. Adults as well as children aged 10+ are invited to  
participate. All materials supplied for this fun and free program! Register online  
at http://belleville.evanced.info/signup starting Monday, August 5.

Join the Fun!

“Wetland Bingo” Wayne County Parks came to the 

library to help kids explore the plants and (sometimes 

extinct) animals of Southeast Michigan.

Author Fair Keynote Speaker  Beverly Jenkins

Family Story Time gives kids of all ages  

and their parents a chance to enjoy stories  

and crafts together.



Adult Summer Reading: A Universe of Stories 
Summer Reading this year is out of this world! And so we’ve designed a program  
to help break you out of your reading comfort zone. Complete one of our reading  
challenges to earn an entry into our raffle prize drawings. Sign up begins June 1. 

Tech Tutoring  Bring your device! 
Have a new phone, and it doesn’t work like the old one? Want to organize your 
email? Interested in all the digital services the library has to offer? Call the library 
and make a private 45-minute appointment with a staff member who will help you 
get the hang of your digital devices.

The Write Stuff Writer’s Group meets the last Saturday of every month, from  
1-3 pm in the Library Tutoring Room. All aspiring writers should check out this  
encouraging group. Drop-ins are welcome!

 Book Groups

African American Literature  
Book Club 
We meet at the library the last Thursday 
of the month at 7 pm to discuss books 
written by African American authors.
• May 30 – X by Ilyasah Shabazz
• June 27 – White Like Her: my family’s 

story of race and racial  
passing by Gail Lukasik

• July 25 – August Snow  
by Stephen Mack Jones

• August 29 – Becoming  
by Michelle Obama

The Evening Book Group  
We meet at the library on the first  
Thursday of the month at 7 pm.
• May 2 – We Need New Names  

by NoViolet Bulawayo
• June 6 – Heavy by Kiese Laymon
• July 11 – The Only Girl in the World  

by Maude Julien
• August 1 – Inheritance by Dani Shapiro 

The Other Book Group  
This group meets at different restaurants 
in the area to discuss an eclectic mix of 
books. Contact the library for the next 
meeting place!
• May 16 – The Ghost 

Map by Steven  
Johnson at Johnny’s  
on the Lake

• June 20 – Henderson, the 
Rain King by Saul Bellow

• July 18 – I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

Science Fiction Book Club  
Generally meets the first Monday of the 
month at 7 pm in the library.
• May 6 – A Closed and Common Orbit 

by Becky Chambers
• June 3 – The Bedlam Stacks  

by Natasha Pulley
• July 1 – The Power by Naomi Alderman
• August 5 – The Magicians  

by Lev Grossman

Adult Programs

Visit www.belleville.lib.mi.us 

Summer Reading Program
A Universe of Stories   Registration begins June 1

Keep kids reading over summer with free books, prizes, and fun programs! The 
Belleville Library welcomes all area children to these free and enriching programs! 
Reading prizes begin on June 17. 

Read-to-Me (ages1-5) Wednesdays, 7 pm 
• June 26 – The Music Lady 
• July 3 – Kevin Devine Interactive Comedy Show 
• July 10 – Drummunity 
• July 17 – Joe Reilly Homegrown Folksinger 
• July 24 – Farm Animals 
• July 31 – Gratitude Steel Band

Elementary (grades 1-5) Tuesdays, 11 am
• June 25 – Magician Gordon Russ 
• July 2 – Shake, Rattle, & Roll 
• July 9 – Kevin Devine Interactive Comedy Show 
• July 16 – Baffling Bill Magic Show 
• July 23 – Joel Tacey Comedy Show 
• July 30 – Gratitude Steel Band

Teens (ages12-18) Mondays, 7 pm
• June 24 – Songwriting Workshop with the Music Lady
• July 1 – Pizza and Board Game Night
• July 8 – Baffling Bill Magic and Levitation Show
• July 15 – Comic Book Workshop
• July 22 – Duct Tape Workshop
• July 29 – Interactive Comedy Show
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Homegrown Knowledge:
The Flu Pandemic of 1918

Thursday, May 9 at 7 pm
It’s been 100 years since nearly a third of the world’s population 

contracted the Spanish flu. Local history researcher Keith Bruder 
visits the Homegrown Knowledge stage to share information 

about this not-too-long-ago catastrophe, including how it affected 
people in our local area. Homegrown Knowledge is sponsored by 

the Friends of the Library. Refreshments served.
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Chat from the Chair  
What a year for the Belleville Area District Library community! Last year 
ended with our new library looking like barely more than a hole in the 
ground, but this one began with the erection of an impressive steel  
skeleton. Folks from all over the District gathered under a bright blue sky 
in late January to sign our names to one of those steel beams and watch 
a crane place it precisely over what is to become our main community 
program room—one of many unifying celebrations of this public project. As the weather 
warms, we begin to see the brick work spread over the building skeleton that will eventually 
give the building its trademark look. The changes are impressive and we invite everyone to 
join in watching the progress from our current library “front porch.”

While we’re on the topic of the new library, on behalf of the entire BADL Board and staff, I 
want to take this opportunity to gratefully acknowledge the wide community buy-in for this 
project. That buy-in comes both from support for the ballot proposals that made the whole 
thing possible, as well as the legacy private investments that are assuring we can make it 
so special. We have now raised well over $300,000 toward our $400,000 goal for legacy 
donors and sponsors for rooms and features in the new building. We welcome continued 
charter donations throughout the coming months while construction continues.

Our focus, as always, is not only on what’s going on outside, but also on what is  
happening inside our library. I urge you to look over our robust upcoming programming 
featured throughout this newsletter, and I’d like to highlight a few. The Friends of the  
Belleville Area District Library is an organization that provides a very special way for every-
one to stay connected to the library. The regularly scheduled Friends Book Sales are  
opportunities for book lovers to score great deals while supporting the library. The next 
Book Sale comes up on Saturday, May 4th and will be accompanied by a community-wide 
plant swap in the library courtyard that same day.

Finally, it is now time for our families to gear up for our 2019 Summer Reading Program, 
which offers children of all ages the chance to keep their skills and minds sharp through 
the crazy lazy days of summer. In short, there really is something for everyone at our  
Belleville Area District Library. And when you come and see what we have, you get the 
added benefit of sidewalk supervising one of the biggest building projects to hit this area  
in a lifetime!

Sharon Claytor Peters, Chair 
Belleville Area District Library Board 

Suicide Awareness  
Saturday, May 25, 10 am - 12 pm  No registration needed. All ages welcome. 
Representatives from SOOAR will explain the QPR Mission (Question, Persuade,  
Respond) to reduce suicidal behaviors and save lives by providing innovative,  
practical, and proven suicide prevention training.

Addiction 101: The Science of Addiction and Narcan training 
Thursday, June 13,  7-8 pm  
Valerie Kelly-Bonner and Trisché Duckworth from SOOAR lead this informational  
session about the physical and psychological effects of drug use, and the healthy 
behaviors necessary for recovery. No registration needed. Recommended ages teen 
and up.

Science Kidz!
Our hands-on science program for  
children ages 6-12 (plus a parent) are fun 
and educational! Programs are on select 
Wednesdays at 7 pm.  
Registration begins May 1 on our events 
calendar at http://belleville.evanced.
info/signup 

May 15  |  Be a Globe Observer 
Together we will learn about clouds and 
how they form. We will be making a cloud 
identification tool and heading outside  
to make observations that we will send  
to NASA. 

May 22  |  Earth Echo Water Challenge 
Today the Science Kidz will head down 
to Belleville Lake and learn about water 
quality monitoring and protecting our water 
resources that we depend on every day.

May 29  |  Celebrate Urban Birds 
The Science Kidz will help out the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, collecting information 
about what birds live in Belleville! We will 
learn about identifying different types of 
birds and set up a bird watching area.

June 5  |  Sole Searching 
Get ready for some fancy footwork! We will 
be investigating how footwear marks are 
made for the Leverhulme Research Centre 
for Forensic Science at the University of 
Dundee in Scotland.

Pop Up 
Storytime!

We’re taking our popular Storytime 

on the road and partnering with 

organizations and businesses to 

bring stories and songs out into the 

community. Would you like us to 

pop up at your place? Contact Youth 

Services Librarian Nakenya Lewis-

Yarbrough at 734-699-3291.

Science Kidz 
partnered with the 
nonprofit SCRAP 

Box to explore 
creative reuse of 
scrap materials.

Important Information!



 
 

167 Fourth St.
Belleville, MI  48111

Serving Belleville, Sumpter and Van Buren

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage

PAID
Belleville, MI

Permit No. 103

Visit www.belleville.lib.mi.us 

New building in the sunset.  

The future of the new library looks golden!

Community members   
 signing a beam that was 
  then placed over the 
   future program room.

The 2019 theme for the Friends of the Library is “Digging our New Library”. We are 
literally seeing the fruition of years of planning and work take place almost daily 
outside the library’s doors. It is the beginning of a new era which we all have the 
ability to contribute to and witness.  
I invite you to join and/or become more active with the “Friends”. It is a great group 
of people that volunteer their time, creativity or money, or all of the above.  You will 
be part of a group that has fun while working to ensure that the vision and legacy 
of a new library for our community is fulfilled. There has never been a better time!  
Test drive one of our meetings or activities posted on the library calendar. Pick up 
an application at the library and join the fun!
Donna Gilkey-Lavin, President

Join the Friends!

Friends Board meetings are held in 
the library tutoring room at 10 am 
on the following dates. Open to all 
Friends members.

Friends 2019 Meetings
Saturday, May 11 
Saturday, June 8 
No July meeting 
Saturday, August 10

Used Book Sale
Saturday, May 4  
Spring Cleaning Book Sale
Saturday, August 3  
11 am-Noon, Friends only
Noon-3 pm, General Public

Freshen up your garden this spring!  
Bring your perennials to trade with other 

gardeners on Saturday, May 4, from  
noon to 1 pm in the library courtyard.  
The Belleville Area Garden Club and 
Friends of the Library coordinate this  

fun event.

Perennial Plant Swap!!




