
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

September 4, 2018  
 

In attendance:  Joy Cichewicz, John Juriga, Mary Jane Dawson, Sharon Peters, Mary Jo 
Suchy, Matt Ratzow, Matt Gudenau, Dean Kokkales, and Dan Whisler. 
 
The meeting convened at 10:16 am. 
 
There have been challenges in tying the water line into the city.  The city’s water line tie 
in pipe is 6” instead of 8”.  The valves to turn off the water did not work, so the city had to 
perform a line stop.  The museum’s water feed can remain intact.   
 
The temporary water line to the existing building is complete.  The temporary gas line 
has been connected to the library, but DTE still needs to connect it on their end. 
 
The foundation footings are anticipated for next week.  They are about one month late, 
however O’Neal Construction is trying to maintain the steel delivery date in November. 
 
DTE has decided not to relocate the two poles to the opposite side of the alley until the 
library is ready for demolition.  This affects the plans for Comcast and AT&T, who still 
need to find a way to relocat their lines away from the building site.   
 
Matt Ratzow presented pay application #8 in the amount of $69,375.53.  Motion by Joy 
Cichewicz, seconded by Mary Jane Dawson, to approve Pay Application #8, pending 
approval by Dan Whisler and Mary Jo Suchy.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Matt Ratzow will work on updating the waivers. 
 
Cost savings strategies were discussed.  Dan Whisler and Matt Ratzow met with the 
electrical engineer with the goal of reducing the lighting package to $485,000.  HVAC 
savings will probably be about $75,000. 
 
The amount needed for the library’s construction contingency budget was discussed. 
 
About $70,000 in donations have been pledged to the library’s capital campaign.  (About 
$14,000 of the Rotary contribution will go toward the meeting room divider in the large 
meeting room). 
 
Mary Jo Suchy will check with the library’s accountant regarding potential use of the 
library’s fund balance.   
 
OCI will work on a list of items that can be deferred until it is known that money is 
available.   
 
Dan Whisler, Mary Jo Suchy, and John Day met with Sumpter’s architect and attorney 
regarding the breakdown of the work on the Sumpter branch.   
 
The next building committee meeting will be Tuesday, September 18, 2018, at 10 am. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:01 pm. 


