
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

June 29, 2018  
 

In attendance:  Joy Cichewicz, John Juriga, Mary Jane Dawson, Sharon Peters, Mary Jo 
Suchy, Matt Ratzow, Dean Kokkales, and Dan Whisler 
 
The meeting convened at 10:16 am. 
 
Five sealed bids for structural steel were received.  One bid was late and was 
disqualified.  O’Neal Construction recommended the bid from Steel Supply & 
Engineering.  The base bid was $1,059,000.  The original budget for steel was 
$940,000.  O’Neal Construction recommended the following alternates: 

• Alternate #7 – Sun shade shop drawings, $1,200 
• Alternate #8 – Operable partition steel support, $2,800 
• Alternate # 14 – Shop drawings for additional arched masonry window openings, 

$600. 
Motion by Joy Cichewicz, seconded by John Juriga, to award the bid with the 
recommended alternates to Steel Supply & Engineering for $1,063,600.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Use of the construction contingency and restoration of the owner’s contingency was 
discussed.  Bidders might suggest less expensive ways of accomplishing a project.  Dan 
Whisler is working with the lighting designer to bring reduce the lighting costs and will 
issue an addendum for the electrical package.  O’Neal Construction will explore possible 
savings in the HVAC budget. 
 
The remainder of Bid Package #2 encompasses the rest of the project, with the 
exception of the public services desks.  Motion by Mary Jane Dawson, seconded by 
John Juriga, to go out for bid for the remainder of Bid Package #2.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
DTE cut and capped the gas line on June 28.   
 
Dean Kokkales asked Rick Rutherford for a pre-construction meeting so that the project 
can move forward with the sanitary sewer and storm drain relocations.  The certification 
language required by Hennessey Engineering on the plans remains unresolved.  Dan 
Whisler has asked his insurance agent if a letter of understanding between his firm and 
the library would be sufficient in lieu of altering the certification language on the building 
plans.   
 
The building plan code reviewer is requiring a larger radius for the circular stair in the 
entryway.  Dan Whisler is exploring options and will contact the reviewer.  Other minor 
issues were identified and are being addressed. 
 
The public bid opening for the remainder of Bid Package #2 will be Wednesday, July 25, 
2018, at 1 pm. 
 
The next building committee meeting will be Tuesday, August 7, 2018, at 10 am. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:08 pm. 


