
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

April 5, 2018  
 

 
In attendance:  Joy Cichewicz, John Juriga, Mary Jane Dawson, Tanya Stoudemire, Dan 
Whisler, Jennifer Michalski, Matt Ratzow, Randy Priest, and Mary Jo Suchy. 
 
The meeting convened at 10:11 am. 
 
Bids from Bid Pack I were opened at a public bid opening on March 27, 2018, and the 
bids were recorded.  Matt Ratzow contacted the low bidders to ensure that they 
understood the scope of the work.  He distributed a document showing O’Neal 
Construction’s recommendations as well as the tabulation sheets showing the bids.  The 
following contractors were recommended: 
 

• Survey & Layout:  Midwestern Consulting, Base Bid = $16,600. 
Notes:  The bid came in under budget and the recommendation is to keep the 
remaining balance in the budget in case something needs to be re-staked later in 
the project. 

• Earthwork:  Blue Ribbon Contracting, Base Bid = $677,600. 
Notes:  The bid came in under budget.  The recommendation is to accept 
Voluntary Alternate #2 – the demolition of the existing library = $54,000. 

• Fencing:  Industrial Fencing, Base Bid = $27,376. 
Notes:  The bid also includes the garden fence. 

• Landscaping:  Salisbury Landscaping, Base Bid = $50,866. 
Notes:  The recommendation is to accept Alternate #1 – Irrigation system = 
$11,000, and Alternate #3 – Planting plugs for the vegetative swale in the parking 
lot = $5,485. 

• Site Concrete:  Fessler Bowman, Base Bid = $113,400. 
Notes:  Alternate #4 – extra concrete thickness at entry, can be exercised later if 
the library chooses to install a snowmelt system.  

• Bike Racks:  MadRax, Base Bid = $764.75. 
Notes:  Bid as a supply item only – would still need to be installed. 

• Flag Pole:  Rocket Enterprises, Base Bid = $2965. 
Notes:  This bid includes installation.  The other bid did not include installation. 

 
In total, the bids came in $449,691 under budget, which allowed for the inclusion of 
some alternates.  O’Neal Construction recommends putting the remainder of the money 
into the Owner’s Contingency budget. 
 
Motion by Joy Cichewicz, seconded by Mary Jane Dawson, to accept the Bid Pack I 
recommendations from O’Neal Construction.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
The fees from Hennessey Engineering have been reduced from $75,000 to $52,000.  
Matt Ratzow will contact Rick Rutherford regarding the status of the permit. 
 
Dan Whisler will forward the building bid package to Matt in early May.  The structural 
steel may be bid out earlier than the rest of the package due to the uncertainties in the 
steel market. 



 

Randy Priest would like the planning commission to revisit the rooftop screen at their 
next meeting.   
 
The library will present a revised site plan to the April 12, 2018, planning commission 
meeting to update them on the changes made in order to bring the project back into 
budget.  Changes include: 

• Minor revisions to the floor plans  
• Exterior elevations 
• Circular entry tower 
• Masonry 
• Windows 

 
DTE has already begun some of the rerouting of the lines. 
 
City Council will hold a public hearing regarding the vacation of 4th Street at their 
meeting on May 7, 2018, and they will take action on this after the public hearing. 
 
More tile and carpet samples were viewed. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:05 pm. 
 
 
 
 


