
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

January 18, 2018  
 

In attendance:  Joy Cichewicz, John Juriga, Mary Jane Dawson, Sharon Peters, Dan 
Whisler, Matt Ratzow, Matt Gudenau, and Mary Jo Suchy. 
 
The meeting convened at 10:14 am. 
 
The Planning Commission declined to allow the project to move forward with the 
elimination of the HVAC rooftop screen or with the elimination and/or reduction of the 
storm water detention system.  They were amenable to a meeting between Rick 
Rutherford, the city’s engineering firm, and the library to address a resequencing of the 
project in order to build the storm water detention system after the old library building is 
vacated. 
 
The site work bid packet is due in February in order to stay on schedule.  The site work 
may be separated into two sections if the sequencing of the project can be changed.  
Matt Ratzow will discuss the schedule and next steps with Rick Rutherford. 
 
The building floorplan has been updated to change the orientation of the elevator in 
order to accommodate a possible future installation of an automated materials handling 
system. 
 
The committee identified possible cost savings.  They accepted the following reductions: 
 
Civil/Landscape 

• Landscaping - $10,000 
• Site Lighting - $7,500 
• Dumpster (cinderblock in lieu of brick) - $5,000 
• Reduce the number of bollards - $4,000 
• Reduce the screen wall around staff area and transformer to only surround the 

transformer - $7,000 
• Replace the masonry fence enclosing the children’s garden with a metal fence - 

$8,500 
 

Interior Finishes 
• Use alternate ceiling tile - $12,225 
• Substitute drywall for glass on two study room walls - $7,500 
• Reduce drywall soffits/bulkheads for the handrails - $16,800 
• Reduce cost of the circular and balcony railings - $13,117 
• Use ceramic tile in lieu of terrazzo in entryway - $38,693 

 
Exterior Cladding/Roofing 

• Eliminations and substitutions for various masonry accents and banding - 
$50,000 

• Eliminate the projecting bay window in the board room - $12,500 
• Eliminate the projecting bay window in the teen area - $10,000 
• Eliminate two of the four arched windows in the children’s area and replace with 

smaller windows - $26,194 



 

 
Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing 

• Reduce the lighting materials costs - $85,000 
• Eliminate one server room air conditioning unit - $10,000 
• Reduce the radiant ceiling panel scope - $10,000 

 
Accepted changes totaled $350,232 with $177,551 remaining in order to get back to 
budget. 
 
Decisions on the following were deferred: 

• Eliminate the skylight 
• Use galvanized guardrails in lieu of decorative rails on the terrace (potential 

savings to be determined) 
• Eliminate the vapor barrier, use alternate coping, modify the taper layout on the 

roof 
• Reduce the circular tower height and eliminate the metal panel on the top of the 

tower 
• Substitute EIFS in lieu of metal panels on the southeast stair tower  
• Bid out the southwest corner/rooftop terrace sunscreen as an alternate 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:31 pm. 
 
The next building committee meeting will be on Thursday, January 25, 2018, at 10:00 
am. 
 


