
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

January 8, 2018  
 

In attendance:  Joy Cichewicz, John Juriga, Sharon Peters, Dan Whisler, Matt Ratzow, 
Matt Gudenau, and Mary Jo Suchy. 
 
The meeting convened at 10:18 am. 
 
Dan Whisler, Matt Ratzow, and Brian Barrick will attend the January 11, 2018 planning 
commission meeting to request the elimination of the rooftop HVAC screen, the ground 
floor transformer screen, and the use of cinderblocks to build the dumpster enclosure.  
Brian Barrick will also request elimination or reduction of the storm water detention 
system.  The amount of additional impervious pavement being added to the site is less 
than 5,000 square feet.  The vegetative swale and water quality filtration systems would 
more than adequately address storm water.  It will be very difficult and more costly to 
build the detention system at the beginning of the project due to constructability issues 
including the proximity of the excavation to the existing library.  It will be difficult to 
operate the existing library building in a safe manner. 
 
The contingencies were defined.  The 5% construction contingency is under the control 
of O’Neal Construction and ensures their guaranteed maximum price.  It will be used for 
subcontractor defaults, bidding errors, maintenance of the construction schedule, and 
other contractor related modifications to the contracted work.  Any unused contingency 
can be returned to the library. 
 
The owner contingency can be used for design errors and omissions, additions to the 
scope of the work, and unforeseen conditions.  The committee felt that a 2% 
contingency was too low and increased it to 3%.  This additional amount of money 
($94,000) will need to be removed from the construction budget. 
 
Matt Ratzow recommended having list of alternates that can be added if the bids come 
in under-budget, as well a list of alternates that can be deducted if the bids are over-
budget. 
 
The committee looked at the draft proposed budget for the Sumpter Branch which is 
about $100,000 over budget.  Dan Whisler identified some potential reductions.  The 
committee recommended reducing the size of the drinking fountain budget.  The 
branch’s computers and furniture could possibly be paid for out of the library’s operating 
budget. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:30 pm. 
 
The next building committee meeting will be on Thursday, January 18, 2018, at 10:00 
am. 
 


