
Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

August 22, 2017 
 

In attendance: Joy Cichewicz, Mary Jane Dawson, Matt Gudenau, John Juriga, Matt Ratzow, Hilary 
Savage, and Dan Whisler. 
 
The meeting convened at 9:17 am. 
 
Dan Whisler of Daniels and Zermack (DZ) provided a draft copy of the submission packet for the city 
planning commission. Work on the submission packet was still on-going. The committee reviewed the 
drawings in conjunction with the Schematic Cost Estimate provided by O’Neal Construction, Inc (OCI) at 
the previous meeting, and discussed further cost-reduction measures.  
 
The committee began by reviewing the exterior details such as parking lot, utilities, and landscaping 
which will not change as the building is fine-tuned. Discussion included: 
 

 Replacing low brick walls around parking lot with landscape shrubbery, which will also meet city 
ordinance requirements. Brick walls will remain “optional” as funding allows. 

 Storm drain details, including a catch basin and swale.  
o A brick site wall around the children’s garden makes drains necessary. Elimination of the 

wall would allow natural draining and cost savings. 

 Reducing the square footage of 4th Street to repave. Current estimates are based on repaving a 
large swath that will not be necessary.  

 Reducing the thickness of asphalt in the parking lot from 4” deep (as recommended by G2 
Consulting) to 3” deep. This option will be explored. 

 The costs and advantages of a bioswale versus a gravel drainage swale for parking lot runoff. 
 
Matt Ratzow of OCI stated that the committee should consider how building contingencies will be 
divided and spent. The original $10 million budget included an 11% contingency, while the budget 
presented last week included a 9% contingency.  
 
The discussion of cost-reduction options continued for the building itself. On the first floor: 
 

 The basement is no longer a possibility because of budget constraints. Friends storage and a 
portion of the mechanical room and general storage were moved to the first floor staff area. 

 The bump-out on the Roys Street side of the building was eliminated.   

 The story room was shifted close to the southwest stairs, and the large conference room was 
eliminated.  

 The Youth, AV, Large Print, and New collection stacks were shifted to accommodate the loss of 
space, but there was not a reduction of size. 

 Extra shelving was included in the Friends’ sale area to help offset the loss of storage space. 
 
The second floor changes included: 

 A mechanical room and general storage to recover some of the lost space from the eliminated 
basement. 

 Reduction of the second floor terrace by one half. 



 
 
For over-all building cost reductions: 

 Extra steel is present in the building parapet, which can easily be omitted. 

 There are several possibilities for reducing the cost of the windows, including removing the 
arches, changing the mullions, or reducing their size to eliminate the need for steel support.  

 
Other areas of possible cost-reduction that remain to be considered include: 

 Elimination of all or a portion of the radiant floor heating.  

 Ceiling construction. 

 Reduction or elimination of the sun shades for the southwest corner of the building. 

 Elimination of the 2nd floor terrace. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


