
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

August 15, 2017  
 

In attendance:  Joy Cichewicz, Mary Jane Dawson, Dan Whisler, Walt Wyderko, Matt 
Ratzow, Hilary Savage, and Mary Jo Suchy.   
 
The meeting convened at 9:10 am. 
 
Matt Ratzow from O’Neal Construction Inc. (OCI) presented their initial schematic cost 
estimate of $11,846,451.  The preliminary budget had been $10,064,800.  Much of the 
cost increases are due to the cost of remedying the soil conditions and the structural 
steel budget. 
  
Site construction: 

• Removing and replacing the poor soils below the foundation could cost up to 
$311,000.  G2 Consulting will be consulted regarding alternatives such as 
digging deeper foundations or removing less than 6 feet of soil.  Additional soil 
borings may be needed. 

• The original budget called for three inches of pavement and the OCI budgeted for 
four inches.  They will re-evaluate.    

• Some of the site furnishings can be reduced. 
 
Concrete Foundation/Flatwork:  Dan Whisler will scrutinize these numbers for possible 
savings. 
 
Masonry:  Dan will look into reductions in the brick cladding line item. 
 
Metals:  Dan will work with Matt and the structural engineer to double check the 
structural steel tonnage numbers and the circular stairs numbers. 
 
Wood and Plastics:  The millwork cost for the public services desks should be increased 
to $76,000. 
 
Doors and Windows:  The committee discussed omitting the overhead security gates.  
Dan will identify areas in the glass and glazing budget that can be reduced.  The 
sunscreen over the rooftop terrace will be re-evaluated.     
 
Finishes:  The acoustical ceilings will be revisited.  A floating (cloud) ceiling is more 
expensive, since fire sprinklers are needed both above and below the ceiling.  Some 
money can be saved in the flooring and acoustical wall panel budgets. 
 
Specialties:  The committee discussed removing the meeting room partition. 
 
Equipment and Furnishings:  Only one projection screen and two book returns are 
needed. 
 
Special Construction:  The fire suppression system will be re-evaluated in light of 
possible changes to the ceiling type. 
 
Electrical:  Dan indicated that this budget needs to be higher. 



 

Matt suggested that certain items in the budget be set out as alternates that can be 
included later if the budget permits. 
 
The timeline for the project was discussed.  Matt indicated that February or March would 
be the best time to make bid documents available to contractors.  The building 
committee decided it would be more beneficial to hold another building committee 
meeting on August 22, rather than a special library board meeting.  The board will be 
asked to save the date of August 29, for a possible special meeting.  The consensus of 
the board appointed building committee was to move forward with the schematic design 
submission to the city planning commission in order to begin the process. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1 pm. 
 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, August 22, 2017, at 9 am. 


