
Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

July 13, 2017 
 

In attendance: Joy Cichewicz, John Juriga, Mary Jane Dawson, Sharon Peters, Hilary Savage, Alex 

Salvadero, and Dan Whisler. 

The meeting convened at 9:25 AM.  

Architect Dan Whisler presented updated building plans, and posed questions to the committee 

regarding building details.  

Discussion of the first floor included: 

• Restroom door placement and accessibility. 

• Use for the open space between the family restroom and reference desk in the children’s area – 

including a stroller corral or coat pegs. 

• Outdoor amenities such as bike racks and a flag pole. 

• Coat storage in the program room. 

• Window placement and design. 

Now that the plans for the interior of the building are mostly set, the window placement has changed in 

response. The mullion design in the plans is a placeholder, and may change. Board Chair Sharon Peters 

questioned the size of the windows and their effect on heating and cooling. Dan Whisler stated that high 

performance glass will be used, which will protect against heat loss and sun damage without needing to 

be tinted dark or silver. Sharon Peters also expressed concern about overspending on the exterior to the 

detriment of the interior needs. 

Discussion of the second floor included: 

• Roof vegetative areas, in particular that feature on the patio area. 

• A bench seat in the teen area near the lounge seating. 

The Building Committee continues to be interested in the possibility of vegetative roofs. When asked for 

an estimate of the cost, Dan Whisler stated that it might cost $75,000 as a premium. Joy Cichewicz 

inquired about the possibility of installing solar panels in the future. Dan Whisler replied that it was 

possible, but not perfect because of structural elements on the roof. 

Dan Whisler asked the committee to consider how decisions will be made during the building process. 

Sometimes decisions will need to be made the same day that problems arise. For the sake of 

expediency, all financial decisions should not require the approval of the full board. 

Dan Whisler would like to submit the schematic design to the Belleville Planning Commission within a 

month, in hopes that it will be considered at their meeting on September 14.  

The next Building Committee meeting was scheduled for Thursday, July 27, and 9 AM. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:21 PM. 

 


