
 

Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Meeting Notes 

June 2, 2017  
 
 
 

In attendance:  Joy Cichewicz, Mary Jane Dawson, Sharon Peters, Dan Whisler, 
Alex Salvadero, and Mary Jo Suchy. 
 
The meeting convened at 9:37 AM. 
 
Dan Whisler reviewed the updated shelving projections and room/area space 
projections.  Currently the first floor is 619 square feet under the conceptual 
design numbers, and the second floor is 1,522 square feet over the original 
numbers. 
 
First floor space needs: 

• Meeting room (storage and coats) 
• Circulation/entrance – one more self-check station needed 
• Entrance – Vestibule area is pinched.  Friend’s sale area needs more 

space/visibility. 
 
First floor excess space: 

• Popular materials 
• Youth stacks 

 
Second floor space needs: 

• Teen section 
• Adult shelving 

 
Second floor suggestions: 

• Relocate the local history room to an inside wall 
• Single occupancy unisex bathroom  
• Move the administrative offices to the first floor to make them more 

accessible to staff and public.  This could also address the space 
needs on the second floor. 

 
Dan Whisler distributed a color coded mark-up showing surplus space and 
overages.  The possibility of building a 2,000 square foot basement was 
discussed, as well as bumping out the second floor to use the first floor roof top 
spaces.  Dan will get estimates for these options. 
 
The building footprint needs to be completed in order to proceed to the schematic 
design which will be needed for site plan approval.  Brian Barrick from 
Beckett&Raeder is attempting to schedule a meeting with the city prior to the site 
plan pre-application process, in order to address some questions they have. 



 

DTE gave the library a revised proposal for $200,000.  The proposal involves as 
little disruption as possible for the local businesses and relocates the two power 
poles that will be in the proposed parking lot to the opposite side of the alley.  
DTE requires payment up front, and they need 6 – 8 months of lead time.  Dan is 
trying to get quotes from Comcast and AT&T. 
 
Whether or not the library needs to wait for site plan approval to purchase the 
H&B property was discussed.  The library will need to pay DTE before site plan 
approval.  The library’s attorney recommends waiting until after site plan approval 
to purchase H&B.  The deadline for purchase in the option agreement is not until 
summer of 2018.  It is hoped that site plan approval could be obtained by 
October 2017, at the latest.  Joy called the owner of H&B, who stated that she 
was fine with waiting until the fall. 
 
A timeline is needed for the Sumpter branch.   
 
The next building committee will be June 15, 2017, at 10 am.    
 
The meeting adjourned at Noon. 


