
Belleville Area District Library Board 
Building Committee Notes 

Tuesday, September 22, 2015 
 
In attendance: Joy Cichewicz, John Juriga, Sharon Peters, Mary Jane Dawson, Tanya Stoudemire,  Dan 
Whisler, Hilary Savage, and Mary Jo Suchy. 
 
The meeting convened at 7:30 pm. 
 
The library’s architectural firm has merged with another firm.  The new name of the firm is Daniels and 
Zermack Architects, LLC.  Dan Whisler and Seth Penchansky are in the process of buying out the other 
principal owners in the firm. 
 
Dan Whisler reviewed the previous sites in the downtown that the library had evaluated in 2013: 
 

• Site A – Municipal Parking Lot / Existing Library / 360 Charles / 330 Charles / 164 3rd / Possibly 
vacate 4th Street 

o Concept Option C – Vacate 4th Street, build on site of parking lot, 4th Street and existing 
library. 

o Concept Option E – Build to the southeast of existing library (this option would allow use 
of the existing library during construction). 
 

• Site B – Municipal Parking Lot / Existing Library / 397 Main / 397a Main / 381 Main / 369 Main 
/ 360 Charles / Possibly vacate 4th Street 

o This site would allow for some frontage on Main Street. 
o Concept Option D – Building would border Main Street and 4th Street. 

 
• Site C – Municipal Parking Lot / Existing Library / 189 High Street (Grace Baptist Church) / 227 

High Street 
o Concept Option A – The building would be on the northern part of the property, near the 

bank. 
o Concept Option B – The building would be closer to the southern point of the triangle. 

 
Dan Whisler visited the Hexagon building suggested by Sumpter Township Supervisor John Morgan for 
the satellite location.  The building was built in the 1980s.  It is solid, with a steel frame structure, and is 
approximately 1,500 square feet.  The building would lend itself well to a large open area for computers.  
Some repairs and improvements will need to be made to the mechanical system, the bathrooms (for 
ADA compliance), and the roof.  A deck on the east side of the building would need to be replaced or 
torn down. 
 
Dan Whisler presented possible footprints for renovating and building a 20,000 square foot addition 
onto the existing library: 
 

• Two story addition to the southeast 
• One story addition to the southeast 
• Two story addition to the northwest 
• One story addition to the northwest 

 



The merits of the four proposals listed above were discussed.  A one story addition may be easier to 
staff, but the footprint and the amount of land needed is much larger.  The city’s zoning may encourage 
a two story building in order to promote density.  Additional space will be needed for an elevator and 
stairs on a two story building. 
 
Phased construction can more easily be done with a southeast addition, so that the library would not 
have to find a temporary location.  A northwest addition would bring the library closer to the museum, 
creating a cultural area.  A northwest addition would require part or all of 4th Street to be vacated, and 
the sewer lines under the street would have to be addressed.   
 
Room for parking and the possibility of shared use parking with other businesses was discussed.  The 
library would need approximately 100 spaces for a 30,000 square foot building.    
 
The degree of renovation that was needed for the existing building was discussed.  Some cost savings 
could be achieved by renovating.  Factors that would determine the total project cost were outlined, 
including construction, land acquisition, site preparation, furnishings and equipment, technology, 
professional fees, and contingencies.  Not including land acquisition costs, the range for library building 
projects is $275 - $300 per square foot. 
 
Mary Jo Suchy and Hilary Savage will meet with the architect to come up with recommendations for 
paring down the building program from the 45,000 square feet proposed in 2014 to 30,000. 
 
Translating the level of support indicated in the survey results to a possible bond amount is challenging.    
Joy Cichewicz and Mary Jo Suchy will contact Paul Stauder (the bond accountant) for some data and 
advice.  Discussion ensued regarding whether or not further surveys were needed. 
 
The board will need to contact city officials and the parcel owners of the properties being considered.  
Dan Whisler asked for direction regarding how much detail the board will want for a conceptual design.  
He distributed an outline and preliminary timeline of next steps.  He also recommended that the library 
hire a construction manager for this project. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:39 pm. 


