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The library will be closed on the  
following days:

Monday, January 2 –  
New Year’s Day (observed)
Monday, January 16 –  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Friday, April 14 – Good Friday

Chat from the Chair  
What a wonderful gift we have all given ourselves! The Belleville Area 
District Library family is excited and gratified that the people of Belleville, 
Sumpter and Van Buren Townships voted on November 8th to support a 
new library building. Our library already does an amazing job as a public 
space where everyone is welcome to connect, learn and grow. Now, as  
we move forward on the new plan, we will have adequate space and  
updated technology to really meet the community’s needs.

Our quest for an appropriate library has truly been a tri-community effort, and it will  
continue to be. Leaders in Belleville, Sumpter, and Van Buren came together to establish 
our district library—ratified by a vote of the people in 2010—and set forth parameters for 
the type of facilities that would be needed.  The library community has learned during 
every step of the process, and it took a couple of tries to reach a plan that was the right fit 
to make a new library building a reality.

As the library proposals went before the community this time around, hearing from and 
speaking to the community was our top priority. Valuable perspective was gained from 
the many, many people who took the time to participate in our community survey process 
early last year. Equally essential were the opportunities to share our ideas and receive 
community feedback at events throughout this year at the library and at forums in all  
of the library’s community. 

Our community engagement continues as we move forward. We have already entered the 
next phase of the process, involving detailed survey work, contracting and construction 
preparation efforts that could only take place after the ballot proposals were passed. This 
work will consume much of the coming year, with actual construction expected to begin in 
late 2017. We will keep you posted at every step.

Our deepest appreciation goes to everyone who participated in the community survey 
and/or forums, who contributed to and worked on the new library campaign, who lent their 
name to the effort, who talked up the plan to their friends, and who VOTED.  On behalf of 
the staff and Board, the Friends and the entire library community, THANK YOU!!

Sharon Claytor Peters, Chair 
Belleville Area District Library Board 

Thank you Michael Boelter for your many 
years of service on the library board.  

(left)

The library welcomes Alma  
Hughes-Grubbs as she begins  

her board term in January.  
(right)

Changes to Libary Board
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Meetings are open to members  
and the public, so all are encouraged 
to attend.

Friends Annual  
Membership Meeting
Saturday, January 21, 12:30 pm

Friends 2017 Meetings (10-11:30 am)
Saturday, January 14
Saturday, February 11
Saturday, March 11
Saturday, April 8

Used Book Sale
Saturday, February 4 and May 6
11 am – Noon, Friends only
Noon – 3 pm, General Public

Join the Friends!

Drawn by Dr. Megan E.B. Foldenauer,  

medical illustrator, for the Science Kidz  

program “The Art of Science” on March 15.

Story Times
Please register for Story Times at the Circulation Desk, as the classes fill up fast!
(The Belleville Library will be closed on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day,  
January 16.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Science Kidz!
Our hands-on science program for children ages 6-12 (plus a parent) are fun 
and educational! Programs are on select Wednesdays at 7 pm.  
Registration begins February 15 at the Circulation Desk.

March 1  Cartesian Divers  
Explore buoyancy and make a Cartesian Diver game to take home. 

March 8  Animal Tracks 
Learn how animals survive in the winter and identify some animal tracks.  
Make a cast of a track to take home.

March 15  The Art of Science 
Explore science through drawing with special guest Dr. Megan E. B.  
Foldenauer, medical illustrator. Learn how she combines art and science, and 
record your own observations from specimens in class.

March 22 or March 23  Coding with Scratch 
Learn how to make your own animated video using Scratch,  
a free programming language developed by MIT.

Registration begins April 19 at the Circulation Desk. 

May 3  Catapults 
Learn about the science behind catapults and make a  
marshmallow catapult to take home.

May 10  Butterflies 
Discover the fascinating world of butterflies and make a  
butterfly feeder.

May 24  Rockets  
Learn to make a rocket out of household supplies. Can  
we launch a rocket over the library? Let’s find out!

May 31  Chemical Reactions 
Start the summer off with a bang! Let’s put on our safety goggles  
and try some great experiments.

Children’s Programs

Family Story Time
(ages 5-11)

Mondays
6:30 pm

January 23 – February 20
March 13 – April 24

Tuesday Toddler Time
(ages 2-4) 

Tuesdays
11 am 

January 17 – February 21
March 14 – April 25

Thursday Toddler Time
(ages 2-4)

Thursdays 
11 am

January 19 – February 23
March 16 – April 27

U of M Science and Reading Program
“We Collect Everything”  
Saturday, March 18, 11 am - Noon
In this workshop hosted by the U of M 
Museum of Natural History, you will be 
introduced to the sometimes odd and 
unusual variety of collections from the past 
that are used in current research. A myriad 
of mollusks, a sundry of sand, an army of 
algae or a tower of tusks might be some of 
the surprising things people have collected 
and we use in research today. Come try out 
some hands-on labs to discover why these 
unusual time capsules from the past are so 
important to our scientific knowledge today.

Hands-on Workshop!

Kick in the New Year with Tai Chi
Saturday, January 7, 1-3 pm
Start the new year right with Tai Chi for health 
and fun. This family and children’s program is 
open to all ages. No registration required, but 
comfortable clothing is recommended.

Wayne Metropolitan  
Community Action Agency
2016 Free Tax Services
Monday, February 6 & 13, 11 am-4 pm
Wayne Metropolitan Community Action 
Agency is back this year offering free tax 
services to those whose annual household 
income is less than $54,000. Walk-ins  
are welcome, but appointments are  
recommended. Call (734) 284-6999 or  
(313) 388-9799 to make an appointment.

More Programs!



Genealogy for African Americans
Thursday, February 23, 6:30-8:30pm
Researching African American ancestors can be challenging and often requires some 
creative searching methods. Local genealogy expert Ginger Bruder shares tips and 
resources to help you trace your African American roots. 

In Our Own Voice: African American Art
Date TBA
Enhance your awareness of the creative contributions of African Americans from the 
19th century through the present day. This talk provides a lens to examine issues of 
race, gender, politics and culture. Presented by the DIA Speakers’ Bureau.

Computer Classes
Computer classes return in March with a range of topics for beginner and intermediate 
students. Class descriptions, dates, and registration information will be announced in 
February. Stay tuned!

Trace Your Roots – A Course in Genealogy
Wednesdays, April 5-26, 7 pm
Presented by local genealogy experts Ginger and Keith Bruder, this 4-week course will 
introduce you to skills and resources you can use to sketch your family tree.

Knits & Starts
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month, 7 pm
This social group for knitters, crocheters, embroiderers, and other fans of the fiber arts 
meets twice a month for camaraderie and crafting. Bring your current project!  
Beginners are welcome to borrow materials for knitting or crochet – Librarians  
Amy and Hilary will help you get started.

Local Authors
The Belleville Area District Library will host its very first Local Author Fair on  
Saturday, May 20! The event will be a chance for authors to sell their books and  
introduce themselves to our local community. Authors of all kinds are welcome to  
apply, both traditional and self-published; participants must have professionally- 
printed copies of a book to sell during the fair. If you’d like to be notified when  
applications are available, please contact Amy Greschaw, Adult Services  
Librarian, at agreschaw@belleville.lib.mi.us or (734) 699-3291.

Write Stuff Writer’s Group
The Write Stuff Writer’s Group meets the last Saturday of every month at the 
Library from 1-3 pm 
Anyone who is interested in writing and advancing their craft is invited to attend – no 
registration is required. January 28, the group will be joined by special local guest 
author Zev Edwards, who will talk about the writing process and the business/ 
promotional side of self-publishing.  Edwards’ Young Adult book, The New Punk, is 
about an orphanage in Detroit where the orphans don’t want to be adopted. 

 Book Groups

Science Fiction and Fantasy Book 
Group meets the first or second Monday 
of the month at 7 pm in the library.
•	 January	9	–	The 5th Wave by Rick Yancey
•	 February	6	–	Eyre Affair by Jasper Fforde
•	 March	6	–	The Three-Body Problem by 

Cixen Liu
•	 April	10	–	The Long  

Way to a Small,  
Angry Planet by  
Becky Chambers

•	 May	1	–	Lightless by  
C.A. Higgins

The Evening Book  
Group meets the first Thursday of every 
month at 7 pm in the library.
•	 January	5	–	A Spool of Blue Thread by 

Anne Tyler
•	 February	2	–	Lila by Marilynne Robinson
•	 March	2	–	The Unlikely Pilgrimage of  

Harold Frye by Rachel Joyce
•	 April	6	–	My Name is Lucy Barton by 

Elizabeth Strout

The Other Book Group meets the  
third Thursday of the month at 7 pm at 
restaurants throughout the community. 
Contact the library for the next location!
•	 January	19	– Immortal Irishman  

by Timothy Egan
•	 February	16	– Animal, Vegetable, Miracle 

by Barbara Kingsolver
															•	March	16	–	My Brilliant Career  

             by Miles Franklin
																		•	April	20	–	The Night Trilogy:    

               Night, Dawn, and Day 
               by Elie Wiesel

                 African American  
                 Literature Book Group    
                meets at the library on the last  
              Thursday of the month at 7 pm.
•	 January	26	–	Voodoo Dreams by  

Jewell Parker Rhodes
•	 February	23	–	Our Kind of People  

by Lawrence Otis Graham
•	 March	30	–	Perfect Peace by 

Daniel Black
•	 April	27	–	Year of Yes by Shonda Rhimes

Something for Everyone!

Visit www.belleville.lib.mi.us 

Join the Friends!
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Printer out of ink? Need 50 color copies?  Don’t want to drive out of town?
Your library can help with all this and more!

Attendance at Library events constitutes consent to be photographed for use in print 
and/or electronic publicity for the Belleville Area District Library. 

Do you know an adult who needs help reading? The Belleville Area District Library  
offers FREE 1-on-1 tutoring with trained literacy volunteers. Learners must commit to  

meeting with their tutor once a week for two hours. This service is completely confidential.  
For more information, stop by the library or call us at 699-3291.

January 12 Staying Safe Online with Amy Greschaw

February 9 Perú Travelogue with returning speaker Jonathan Richards

March 9 Willow Run, by Randy Hotton. Mr. Hotton will sell copies of his book 
with proceeds to benefit Yankee Air Museum.

April 13 Community Supported Agriculture with Alex Ball of Old City Acres 
in Romulus, MI

Homegrown Knowledge Series

This monthly series showcases the variety of talents, knowledge, and experiences  
of your neighbors. Stop by at 7 pm on the second Thursday of each month for  
interesting stories and snacks.

Libraries Transform!CeLebraTe naTionaL 
Library Week WiTh us apriL 9-15!


